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SERMONS 


PREACH'D 
Upon ſeveral Occaſions 


Before the 


KING 


WHITE- HALL 


By the Right Reverend Father in- God, 
FOH WILKINS, late Lord 


Biſhop of CHESTER. 


To which is added, 
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DISCOURSE 


Concerning 


The Beauty of Providence. 
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The Second Edition. - 
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WE. - THE . 


READER. 
| «> HEN firſt theſe 
(7) Diſcourſes were 
ſent to the Prefs, 
there was neither Epiſtle 
nor Preface deſign'd; but 
it being a thing alt 
ther rv oe ind ung 
I was unwilling to affe 
any thing of ſingularity , 
| and in this affair (to be 
ſo great a Friend to the 
Bookſeller and Printer , 


as) 


To the Reader. 


as) to follow the common 
Road. 

If there is any thing 
in.the-Pubbſher that thou 
-miiſt cal folly or preſump- 
tion, it was, done through 
ighorance or.inadvextency ; 
iQ ſince 1 \ lhowlets oy 
fanlr, I hope you will par- 
dof it, 

"As for the following 
Diſcourſes, "they are {o.ad- 
wirably well pen'd ,..and 
their contextureſo ſmooth 
and even, that they are be- 
yond all imaginable praiſe. 
|: would argue nothing leſs 

than 


- 
- 


To the Reader. 

than preſumption to ſpeak 
in their behalf, and it needs 
nothing more than thename 


of its Author to Recom- 
mend it to the World. 


F arewel. 
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SERMON LI 


Rov. III. 16, 17. Length of days 

is in her right hand, and in £6 

| left hand Riches and Honour. Her 

ways are ways of Pleaſantneſs, and 
all her Paths are Peace, 


SERMON IE 
Ectleſ. 12. 13. Let mus hear the con- 


cluſion of the whole matter; Fear 
God, and keep his Commandments : 
for this is the whole duty of man. 


SERMON II. 

Eccleſ. 12. 14. For God ſhall bring 
every work into judgment, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil. 


SERMON IV. 
Eccleſ. 3.11. He hath made every thing 
' beautiful in his time : alſo He hath 
ſet the World in their heart, yet no 
man can find out the work that God 
maketh from the beginning to the end. 


SERMON 


Preached before the 
&-T 


In Lent, 1669, 


"0 — 


1: 


SERMON I. 


PROV.1IL 16, 17, 


Length | 0 days is in her right band, 
and 4 ker left hard Robes and 
Homonwr. 


Her ways are ways of Pleaſantneſs, end 
all ber Paths are Peace. 


\ HE chief defign of the 
Wiſeman in this Text, ts, 
| . to {ct forth the many great 


advantapes that belong to 
Religion z,.1n order to which, he doth 
here enumerate thoſe. five principal 
things that muſt contribute to a com- 
plete ſtate of Happineſs in this World, 
namely, Health, and Riches, and Ho- 
wour, and Pleaſure, and Peace ; and 
alſerts  concermnrg them, that they 


are 


Cz] 


are the proper effeCts of that wiſ- 
dorfi which conſiſts in being Religi- 
OUs. 

-This- he - expreſſes by way of » A, 
{inte corrin ng Ef 
uſual for other Virtues) in the ſhape 
of a Woman, or Queen,” with her 
Arms extended, in the poſture of di- 
retting and rewarding her Followers; 
holding in her right-hand the bleſſing 
of Health, or length of Days, the 
great Promiſc'of the Law; to which 
the Precedence. of the right-hand is 
therefore given, becauſe it is amongſt 
all worldly -Bleſſtngs the greateſt and 
molt deſirable 3 that, without which, 
a man cannot enjoy any _ elſe; 
:: nor ſo. much as his own ſelf 5; Length 
of days is in her right-hand, "And 
then, for thoſe other things, which 
the generality: of men db «ſo' much 
covet. and labour after, Wealth, and 
Reputation ; theſe likewtſe are at hee 
diſpoſal, and muſt proceed from her 
gift; And is"ber left-hand, Riches 
and Honour, And, as for the Cheer: 
flneſs of our. conditions,  he' _ 
that 


L 3.) 
that the cough Flepdiee muſt be, found 
iti thoſe ways..that are 'direCted. by, 
her 3 Her, .p4ys., are ways, of | Plea- 
ſantneſs. And becguſe there are ſe- 
veral things:which have ſome preſent 


delight in. them, ſeeming. to drop as 


the Honey-comb, and to be ſmoother proy., 


than Oyl, and yet upon tryal, do 
prove 1n the ,iſlne, bitter as Worm- 
wood, and ſharp as a two-edged Sword; 
therefore "tis added, that her, ways 
are not only. pleaſant, but. they are 
likewiſe ſafe and quiet 3 all her paths 
are Peace. 

"That theſe things are the . effe&s 
of Religion, is. here only affirmed, 
which, to them who believe the»: 
Authority of. Scripture, is evidence 
ſufficient : But, it were eaſy to' 

rove this concerning each of them, 

y all other : kinds of evidence , 
of which ſuch matters are capa- 

le. 

I purpoſe at this time to treat on- 
ly concerning the third. of them , 
namely, Honoxr; as being the moſt 
proper Subject for this Preſence _ 
Audi- 


[4] 


Auditory. ' And that 'this can oi 
be attain'd 'by Religiorr and- 
I doubt not” ft to' Sic with 
much ſiren prtſpicuiy', "AS. 
ſhall be Fs convince '2 
ro who will but artend and co 

er 

In order to this, I ſhall firſt chded 
vour to ſtate the trne nature of 'Ho- 
20ur, and' to ſhow wherein the molf 
proper Notion of it doth conſt; 
"tisan equiyocal word, and is capable, 
of 'various ſenſes. 

Firſt, Sometimes 'tis uſed to 6: 
note worthy and rreditable Paren- 
tage ; the ; a derived from ſuch 

Anceſtors ' as Rove been famouy in 
their Generation for ſyme eminent 
Virtue or Exploit : 'Wherein there 1 - 
this benefit, that a man hath 
examples in his own F. amily, and b 
much the ftronger Obligation' not 
to degenerate from them : But it 
ſhews rather what ſuch a man ſhould 
be, than what he 1s3 and, to @ 
perſon that 1s not Vertuous, doth 
prove a prejudice rather than an ad- 
vantage. Second- 


Secondly, . Sometimes 'tis uſed.,td 
fignify Titles of Place and Dignity 
according *to'the various orders an 

of Nobility in ſeveral Na- 
tions: But, this kind of Horiour de- 
pending nicerly upon the Princes F- * 
vour, muſt therefore be wholly ex- 
trinſecal, and conſequently can haye 
no more due to it than a meer exter- 
al reſpeft. Such perſons may chal- 
lenge from us; that we ſhould pive 
them their due Titles; and demeant 
our ſelves towards them with that 
Obſervance and Ceremony as be- 
comes their Quality : But then, as to 
inward eſteem and affection , they 
can derhand- no greater a \ſhre of 
this,- than according as their real 
worth and vertue ſhall require. The 
Royal Stamp upon any kind of Metal 
may be ſufficient to give it an extrin- 
ſick, value; and to determine the Rate 
at which it is to. paſs among{t Coins; 
but it cannot give an #ttinſick value, 
or make that which is but Braſs, ro 
be Gold. 


> Fl 


EI 
'Tis- true indeed, there are ſome 
Callings and Relations ,of men, to 
whom an inward Veneration is due, 
though the perſons themſclves ſhould 
not Le Virtuous; - namely, Magi- 
ftrates, and. Miniiters, and Parents, 
and Benefa@ors ; who, having ſome- 
what of a Divine Stamp and Impreſs 
upon them, may therefore challenge 
from us, that we ſhould demean our 
ſelves towards them, both with ſuch 
an outward Reſpet as may become 
their Places, and with ſuch an z#- 
ward Reſpect tOO, as May be ſutable 
to that Image which they bear, our 
dependance upon them, and obligati- 
0. to them. But then, we cannot be 
obliged to think ſuch perſons 
men, unleſs we have ſome evidence 
to believe them to be ſo, or at leaſt, 
not to be otherwiſe 3 So that they are 
beholding to ſomething extrinſical to 
their Perſons, namely, to therr Cal 
lIings and Relations, for that Honour 
which 1s paid to them. 


Thirdly, 


*\, 


C7] 
. Thirdly, the word: Honoxe is fome+ 
times ufed for that Efteem and Repu- 
tation which aman hath inthe World; 
eſpecially amongſt Virtuaus Perfons 5 
according 'to which ſenſe 'tis defin'd 


by Twlly to be Conſentiens Laws 'Bo- Tuſeul. 
norum, the concurrent approbation E 


of good nienz when. thoſe, who are 
beſt able'to judg of real worth, ſhalh 
both think and ſpeak well: of others; 
this 1s properly honouring of them. 
And m this ſenfe (which 1s the moſt 
proper notion of the words) it ts one 
of the greateſt bleſangs that this 
World can afford ; much to be pre+ 
ferred before Riches, or Pleaſures, or 
Life it (elf. A good Name 3s rather 
to be choſen than great Riches, and 
loving kindneſs rather than Silver 
or Gold, Prov. 22.1. One that is 4 
Generous, Virtuous man, will chooſe 
to dye, rather than do any thing that 
may expole him to Infamy ; St. Pax 


$. 


was of this mind ; [ were better for t Cor. g. 


me to dye, than that any ſhould make 15 


#24 glorying void. There have been 
ſome. wife men, who have _—_ 
| B 2 an 


[8] 

and refufed that other kind.of Ho- 
zoxr, conſiſting in Titles of : Dignity,” | 
as.. conceiving more of burden and 
temptation in it, than of. real advan- 
tage ; but no man in his wits did 
ever deſpiſe a good name, «unleſs ſuch 
profligate iflplute wretches, as did 
either deſpair of, or reſolve againſt 
doing any thing that might deſerve 
It, - Tis not eaſy to reckon up the' 
many advantages that belong to this 
kind of Honour: *'Tis Power, in- 
abling a man to do things great and , 
worthy, to be uſeful to his Friends 
and his -Countrey : 'Tis Safety, and 
doth give a man ſuch an intereſt 
in the eſteem and affection of  0- 
thers, as will make them concern'd 
for his Welfare, ready to ſtand by 
him and' afſtift him- in any kind of 
danger 3 which are ſo: great advan- 
tages, that whoſoever ſhall wilfully 
neglect them, muſt needs be rendered 
very contemptible. 

Having thus Explained the pro- 
per Notion of Horoxr, I proceed 
m the next place to Prove, that 
Religion 


L 9] 

Religion and Virtue ' is-:the -only., 

means for the attaining of it. . This 

I ſhall endeavour to do by Teſti- 

mony, and by Reaſon; and by Ex- 

perience, \which are all: the kinds of 

Arguments that ſuch matters are capa- 

ble = "FX T7 

Firſt, By: Teſtimony.” 'The Scri 

ture FA a his Aſſerti 

ons. and . Promiſes to this purpoſe : 

Such as are Religious are '{tfled- the 

Excellent of the Fart, Pal. 16: 3. 

and faid tobe more ;excellent thaw Cay, 1s, 

their Neighbours, Prieweng.27. They 36. 

are God's petuliar Treaſure, The Pt. 32. 

dearly beloved "of his Soul: He ſets $04. 15. 

apart the Man that is Godly for him: x. 

elf Though” ſuch perſons may be J**. 12+7- 

[EA low, _ their —— Candi. L.4-3 

tion ; being put to ' wander up and 

down in Sheep-chins and Goat-shins, 

being deſtitute, afflifted, tormented , 

ſeeking for 'refuge i» Deſarts and 

Mountains, in Dens and Caves of the 

Earth ;, yet may they upon the ac- 

count of 'Religion, be of ſuch ex- 

cellent value, that in the - Judgment 
B 3 of 


Prov. 1.9, 
Chap. 4+ 
8; 9. 


[ire 
of 'the Holy Ghoſt, The | mbole: World: 
711 ot wort f thens, _ TI, 37 


The Wikes in of Religie: 
on, . faith, that fair A an cli 
men. of Graze:mato thy beud;: and at. 
a chain about thy = Exalt* bes,' 
ang ifhe fhdll promote thee; und bring 
thee to hononr'';, i She fpall give to thy 
heatl an onnizvent of i\@ratt, and''a 
Crown bf 'Glory. God hath "engaged 
kimfelf .by promiſe to- thoſe that are 


- Rehigious, that be will ſet them above 


: other. Nationa5, whey ſpall: be made the. 


= Herd, andixvi the Teil; Deut. 28, 13; 


. He hath laid,” 1hoſe thine honour mr. 


John 13» [will honour," 4 Sarn. 2. 30. And cer- 
| tainly, he, whois the King of Kings, 


'- muſt needs /be-the Fountain of Ho- 
hour,” and able: todlipoſe of it as ho 
pleaſes, 


* But, becauſe ſach Pain as are 
no friends to. Religion, may have butt 
a ſmall eſteem for the Authority of 
Scripture : Therefore to theſe I would 


ſuggeſt the concurrent Opinion'.of 
Wiſe 


LIMI 


[Lf J 

Wiſe Men in all former Ages. Though 
the Ancient Philoſophers /were divi- 
ded into various, Sects, and differ'd 
very much \from one another in ſe- 
veral Opinions ; yet, in this they 
have all agreed, , that Honour--is due 
&aly' to Vertie, ' and doth not pro- 
perly belong to any thing elſe. It 
would be tedious to eruimerate the 
ſeveral Sayings to this purpofe, out 
of ' Plato, Ariftotle, Tully, Seneca, 
and the other Ancients: And cer- 
tainly, that Man maſt needs have a 
very extravagant conceit of his, own 
Abrhties, who dares prefer his ,pri- 
vate Opinion, before - the. General 
Conſent of: Wiſe-men in former Ages, 
ſach as have been counted the great- 
eſt'Maſters of Reaſon, arid. tnoft emi- 
nent for their 'Knowledg ' and their 
Wiſdom. by, 

Secondly, "I proceed' in the next 
place to confirm this by the Princi- 
ples of Reaſon, That Religion and 
Virtue is the cauſe of Honour. There 
may be a two-fold Cauſe of Things, 


B 4 Moral, 


F127] 
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That is faid to be the Moral 
Cauſe, which doth diſpoſe a Man to 
{uch a Condition, upon the Account 
of Fitneſs and Deſert ; and in this 
ſenſe Honour 1s the Reward of Vertue. 
There is an-equitable. right , a ſuit- 
ableneſs and congruity , / that Good 
Men ſhould be loyed. and eſteemed, 
and Vitious Men expoſed to ſhame 2 
As Spow in Summer , and as Rain 
in Haroeſt,,, ſo is Honour unſuitable 
for 4 Fool, Prov.26.1. The intermix- 
ing of Winter and. Summer, would 
not cauſe ; a greater diſorder 1n the 
Natyral World, than the croſs, diſpo- 
ſal of Honour and contempt would in 
the 'Moral World. . ..And hence 1s it, 
that the Laws of all Nations and Go- 
yernments; have owned it as a Point 
of Policy, tq excite theirSubjeqs un- 
to Vituqus and worthy. Adtions, by 
the Motive” of Honour ; and to de- 
i hb. kj + Re i = tcr 

== 


E937 
zer ther from Vitious courſes, by the 
confideration of the ſhame and con- 
terypt which belongs to them. 

"Thar is faid to be the Natwral 
Cauſe of a thing, which doth by its 
own- immediate efficacy produce the 
Effet; and in this ſenſe likewiſe is 
Vertue the Cauſe of Honour. The 
Fire doth--not more - Naturally pro- 
duce: heat, than Goodneſs doth Love 
and Eſteem z Which wul appear very 

lain, if we conſider, That Irward 

onouring 1s nothing elſe, but. the 
Believing a Man to-be Worthy and 
Virtuous 3 and the Teſtifying this 
by our: Words and Actions is Out- 
ward Honquring. Now, nothing'can 
be more evident, than that the beſt 
means for one to be thought good, 
is to be ſo. ' 

A Man may excel] in Strength, 
Beatty, Riches, Learning, Wit, which 
are all. commendable things, and will 
contribute to a' Man's eſteem 3 But, 
if we apprehend ſuch a one to be no- 
torioully Vitious, "This eſteem will 
- not be. accompanied with Love, ev 

" wit 


$.& We 
with Fear, Hate, and/Envy 5 becauſe 
ſach: a one hath *by theſe *thingps ſo 
much the greater advantage (of do- 
ing Miſchief in the World :: Whereas 
on the :other fide', 'though -a Mar 
ſhould be deſtitute of all theſe other 
advantages, without any Nobility in 
his Anceſtors, but of a ſmall Eftate, 
a low Condition ;/:yet, if we believe 
him to be a truly. Virtuous Man, it 
cannot be, but that we .muſt pay a 
Veneration to him. 

All. things whatſoever have fome 
Natural Standard , whereby the 
Goodneſs of them/1s to be meaſured ; 
namely, their fuitableneſs unto that 
chief end, for which they' are de- 
ſigned. We do: not therefore ac- 
count'a Ship to be-good, becauſe 'tis 
curiouſly painted and gilded; or car- 
ved and inlayed, but becauſe: 'tis-fit- 
ted for all the. purpoſes of Naviga- 
tion, which is the proper end and 
uſe of a Ship: Nor do we therefore 
aecount-a Sword to be good; becauſe 
it hath a rich. Hilt, and -an Embroi- 
dered. Scabbard, but hecaule it is -_n 
| Y 


5] 
forthe proper uſe of aSword, which. 
is to.cut;/. They are the' compariſons 
of 'Seneta, fpeaking of this Subject 5 
In homine; quoque, tibil ad rem per- 
tinet, quantum \aret , quantum fene- 
ret, 4 quam mmltis ſalntetur, &c. fed 
quem bonus fit. It (honld be fo like- 
wiſe in our eſteem of men, who are 
not '{o /mnch' to be: valued + by' the 
Grandeur of their. Eſtates or Titles, 
as by their inward goodneſs. x 

_ Every man 1s endowed with a; na- 
tural Principle, inclining him to a 
ſtate of Happineſs, and hath in ſome 
meaſure, both an ability to- judg of 
and a freedom and liberty for apply+ 
ing himſelf unto thoſe Duties, which 
are the proper means for the promo- 
ting of this end. And this being the 
peculiar; difterence of .the Humane 
Nature, (therefore a man is not 

any other account to be juſtly praiſed 
or blatned, þut according to the right 
or wrong uſe of} this-natural hberty 3 
and confequently as a man doth-kmd 
* eEither'1n \himſelf or others, a con» 
ſtant and firm reſolution to make a 
right 


[167] 
right uſe of this, ſo ſhould: he pro- 
portion his eſteem accordingly ; pre- 
ferring this #zward Greatneſs, this 
reQitude of Mind, whereby a man is. 
reſolved in. every condition to. do. 
that which ſhall appear to be his du» 
ty, before any external Greatneſs what- 
foever. 

There are two kind: of Virtues 
amongſt all the reſt, which are by ge- 
neral conſent eſteemed Venerable, and 
fach as do advance the Reputation of 
thoſe who are endowed with them ; 


Wiſdom, 
namely 3 


Conrage. 


Becauſe they have a more mtrin- 
ſick riſe, and do leſs depend upon ex- 
ternal advantages, but ſeem rather to 
be. rooted in the inward: frame and 
temper of mind; and withal, are 
moſt beneficial both to our ſelves and 
others : The former ſignifying a man 
to” have thoſe intelleFual abilities 
which are proper to his kind, NEU | 

Y 


[7] 
by the Humane Nature is to be-di- 
ſtinguiſhed- from other things : The 
other, becauſe it argues a Redtitude 
in. the W711, and a Power to ſubdue 
the Paſſion of Fear, which is moſt na- 
tural to our prefent ſtate of Infirmi- 
ty.z and Wwithal doth ſupport a man 
againſt Difficulties, and inable him for 
thole two Services, of Doing and Sut- 
fering. as he ought. And, for this 
Reaſon, the Vices that are oppolite 
to theſe, are-amongſt all others coun- 
ted the moſt. ſhameful z there being 
no greater Reproach to be caſt upon 
any one, than to be eſteemed a Fool, 
or a Coward. 

Now a Man that is Irreligious, can- 
not juſtly - pretend to either of theſe - 
Vertues. 

1. For Wiſdow. This is ſo efſen- 
tial to Religion, that in the Scripture- 
-phraſe (eſpecially in the Writings of 
David and Solomon) they both go 
under the ſame Name, and there is 
very good reaſon why it ſhould be 
ſo; becauſe there is ſuch an intimate 
agreement - between the Natures of 
| them : 


[ r8 ] 
them : The Phzleſepher doth define 
Wiſdom to confiſt in an' ability -and 


 Inclination/, to' make choice of the 


” 


right Mears in the profecution of our 
true End. And nothing 'can inable 
2 Man for this but Relipion; both as 
to" the Subordinate End ' of Temporal 
Happineſs in this World; but chiefly 
with reſpe& to that great and Sx- 
preme End of Eternal Happineſs in 
the World to come. 

2, And'then for Courage, Tis not 
poſhble for a Man to' be truly Vali- 
ant, unleſs he be withal truly Religi- 


.: ous: He may be bold and daring, and 


able (in a fearleſs manner) to ruſh 
upon- any. danger z but then he muſt 
ſtifle his Reaſon from conſidering 
what the Conſequences of things 
may be, what ſhall become of him 


hereafter, if he ſhonld miſcarry. 


There being no man whatſoever fo to- 
tally free from the Apprehenſion of a 
furure ſtate, but that when he is ſeri- 
ous and conſiderate, he muſt be ſtart- 
led with Doubts and Fears concern- 
ing 1t : So that there cannot be any 
rational, 
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rational,: ſedate, deliberate courage, 
but only.in ſuch,. as have fome good 
hopes of 'a better Eſtate in the other 
Warld zAnd,. 'tis Religion only that 
cati 4nable a Man for this. | 
- 3+ I proceed to the Third kind of 
Argument to this purpoſe, from Ex- 
perience.; By which, I mean that Pra- 
Qical Knowledg, which every man 
may attain by his own Obſervation 
of the uſual courſe of things in the 
World : And, by this, it will appear, 
that no kind of perſons have been 
more highly reverenced in the Hearts 
and 'Conſciences of others, than 
thoſe that have been moſt eminent for 
their Vertue and Religion 3 which 
hath . been always true., both with 
reſpet to Publick Communnties, and 
Private Perſons. 

Eirſt, For Nations; If we conſult 
the Stories of former Times, we ſhall 
find that ſaying of 'Solox:0» conſtant- 


ly verified, 'That Righteouſneſs doth Prov. I4 


exalt a Nation, but Sin doth prove a 3+ 
reproach to it + And more eſpecially 
the fin of Irrcligion and Prophane- 
neſs; 'As this doth increaſe 1n any 

ol Nation 


Nation; ſo muſt the Honour. and Re- 
putation of that Nation decreaſe. The 
\ Roman Empire was then at the high- 
\\eſt, as to its Name and Greatneſs , 
.'/when it was ſoas to its Virtue ; when 
they were moſt punctual in ovny 
the Rites of their Religion, (thoug 
that were a falſe way of worſhip) 
\ moſt Heroical in their Juſtice, Cou- 
rage, Fidelity, Gratitude 5 , then it 
was that they-deſerv'd to Govern the 
World, and to be had ia greateſt Ho- 
nour above all other - Nations. And 
not only Txlly and Polybize, two 
Heathen Writers, who, upon that 
Account , might be thought more 
partial 3 But St. Auſtin alſo and La- 
; Gantizs, two of the Fathers, do a» 
ſcribe the flouriſhing of that Empire, 
' when it was at his height, to the Re- 
'ligion, and Piety; and Virtue of thoſe 
.times; And, as they did afterward 
degenerate from this, ſo did. they 
decline likewiſe in their Greatneſs 
and Honour, 
2. Thus alſo hath it been with 
particular perſons 5 Amongſt the Hea- 
then, What Elogics do we find in the 
3 Hos 
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Honour” of Socrates, * Ariſtides, Cato, 
Epi@etns'2' The latter of which, 
though 'but a poor Slave, had yet 
ſuch a Veneration paid to his Memos | 
ry, that his Earthen Lamp by which 
he was wont to ſtudy, was, after his ,' 
Death; ſold for 3000 Drachms. | 
Nor was it otherwiſe amongſt the 
Chriſtians The Apoſtles were but 
r Fiſher-men, Hliterate Mecha- 
nicks; Many of the Martyrs were 
but of mean condition, much Oppo» 
fed and Perſecuted in the World ; And 
yet theſe Men, during the time of 
their lives, were highly Reverenced 
amongſt thoſe that knew them 3 and 
ſince their Deaths, what can be more 
"Glorious than that Renown which 
they have amongſt Men; when the 
greateſt Kmgs and Princes will not 
mention their Names without Reve- 
rence 2; when whole Natzons are wil- 
ling to ſet apart, and to obſerve So- 
lemn Days and Feſtivals in Honour 

- of their Merhories ? 
- "And, -as'it- hath always been thus 
formet)y, ſo I appeal to every mans 
C breaſt, 
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breaſt, whether it be not fonow: Let 
them but examine what their Incli- 
nations are towards ſuch Perſons , 
whom they believe to be truly Vir- 
tuous : Not only to ſuch among(t 
them as are their particular Acquair- 
tance and Friends, but likewiſe to 
Strangers, nay, to very \Enemies ; 
whether they ;& not eſteem, and love 
them, and will well to them. 

I ſball crave leave to ſpeak briefly 
to two Objetions that may be made 
againſt what I have been proving. 

I. The Scripture faith ({peaking 
of good Men) That the World ſball 
revile and perſecute them, and ſpeak 
all manner of evil again them : Our 
Saviour himſclf was deſpiſed and re- 
jeFed of Men; And his Apoſtles were 
uſed ws the rubbiſh and off:ſconring of all 
things. 

To theſe two things may be ſaid 
by way of Anſwer. 

Firft, It cannot otherwiſe be ex- 
pected, but that when a New Religi- 


- On isto be ſet up, men muſt be high- 


ly concern'd in their oppoling of i, 
| an 
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and of thoſe that promote it : And 
the forecited Texts do particularly 
relate to this yery caſe, when Chrj- 
ſtiarity was firſt introduced into the 
World, and to be propagated by the 
Sufferings of thoſe that Profeſled it z 
which being an exempt caſe, and not 
according to the uſual courſe of things, 
therefore theſe Texts are not equally 
applicable to other "Times and places, 
when' and where the True Religion 
bath obtained, and the Kings prove 
Nurſing-Fathers to it. 

. Secondly, Thoſe that knew our 
Saviour and his Followers, did high- 
ly Honour them : And, as for others 
that were ignorant of them, and not 
ſufficiently convinced of their Good- 
neſs, "tis no wonder that they. uſed 
them accordingly. The moſt vici- 
ous perſon that 1s, if he doth either 
know, or have reaſon to think ano- 
ther to be Virtuous, muſt of neceſſ1- 
ty pay to him an Inward Reverence 
Becauſe *tis not in any mans power, 
fo far to offer violence to his own Fa- 
culties, as to believe any thing a- 
C 2 ga lt 
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againſt its Evidence. "Tis true in- 
deed, men have a greater power over 
their Words and AGions, than they 
have over their Belief ; and there- 
fore they may call, and uſe ſucha one 
as they pleaſe 3 they may revile and 
perſecute him 3, And, in this ſenſe, 
Honor eſt honorante; But, even in-ſo 
doing, they ſeem to pay a Venerati- 
on to Religion it ſelf, whilſt they are 
fain to diſguiſe 'it under the Names 
of. Hypocrifie, Hereſte, Superſtition, 
thereby to juſtifie themſelves in their 
oppoſing of. it. 

IT. It appears by the Experience 
of all Ages, that Vicious Men are 
ſometimes had in Honour. 

To this it may be Anſwer'd. 

1. "External Honour may be due 
to them. 

2. Internal Honour may be given 
to them, by fuch as do not know 
them. ' The meer -Opinion of being 
Vertuous, muſt of neceſlity have the 
ſame advantage in this reſpe&, with 
Real goodneſs ; The main difference 
is,” that it is not like to laſt, becauſe 

it 
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K is almoſt Morally impoſſible for 
a Man, who doth only diſſemble 
Vertue, to ſtand always upon fo 
ſtrict a guard, as not to be diſcoverd. 
Tf it be ſaid, that men, who are No- 
toriouſly Vitious, are ſometimes ap- 
plauded, and Cry'd-Up for their Vir- 
tue; It may be anſwer'd, That this 
cannot be 1o truly ſtiled Hononring 
as Flattering; The proper Notion 
of which doth confiſt in giving un- 
due Commendations; Nor will any 
contribute to it, but vile Sycophants, 
the worſt kind of Enemies, and the 
molt Incompetent Judges of real 
worth. Such only being fit to give 
Praiſe, who are themſelves Praiſe- 
worthy. 

Now if this be the true (tate of the 
Caſe I have been ſpeaking to, That 
the generality of Wiſe and Confide- 
rate Men, in all former times, have 
atteſted to this Truth; it 'the Reaſon 
of the thing require that it muſt be 
ſo; And if it appear accordingly 
from Common Experience to be ſo; 
If the moſt Material Objedtions a- 
C 3 gainſt 
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gainſt it, may be fo plainly and 'ful- 
nnd, then there can be no ſuf- 
ient Reaſon to doubt of the truth 
of this Propoſition , That Religion 
and Virtue is the moſt proper means 
ro promote the Intereſt of Honour, 
which 1s the thing I am to —_ 

I ſhall crave leave to ſuggeſt two 
things by way of Application, and I 
have done. 

Firſt, This may convince men of 
Folly, who ſeek for Homonr by any 
other Means. The great Inſtances 
which are commonly given, of Mens 
being Fools, is, from their chufing 
ſuch Means as are altogether inſufh- 
ent for the End they Delign: As the 
endeavouring to. make a Blackamore 
White, by waſhing of him, ec. Burt, 
the uſing of ſuch Means as are not 
only inſufficient for, but oppoſite un- 
. to, and Deſtruftive of the End they 
Propoſe ; this is a degree above Fol- 
ly, and may be ſtiled Madneſs : Tis 
as if a Man ſhould run into the Wa- 
ter to dry himſelf, and into the Fire 
(0 cool himfelf And yet this is the 
Ry <s Caſe 
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Caſe of many Men inthe World, who 
propoſe to themſelves ſuch Courſes 
for the Promoting of their Honour, as 
are moſt Deſtructive of it 3 Namely, 
Prophaneneſs, and Contempt of Reli- 
gion, Deſpifing that which other Men 
ſtand in Awe of 5; by which they 
think to get the Reputation of Wit, 
and of Courage; Of Wit, by pretend- 
ing to penetrate more deeply into the 
Nature of things, and to underſtand 
them better than others do; not to 
be ſo eaſily impoſed upon, as other 
Credulous People are. Of Comnrage, 
by their not being ſo cafily ſcared at 
the Apprehenfion of Danger at a diſt- 
ance. 

But, the plain Truth is, ſuch Per- 
ſons do hereby prove themſelves to 
be both Fools and Cowards. 

Fools, In miſtaking their great In- 
tereſts, in making choice of ſuch 
means as can never promote the 
End theyDeſign; There being no kind 
of Men that are more expoſed (what- 
foever they themſelves may think of 
it) to Publick Infamy and Hatred, 

C 4 than 
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than thoſe that feek for Gredit by 
deſpiling of Religion. Fools, in ven- 
turing their ous Eſtates and their 
Souls upon ſuch hazards, as all man- 
kind would cry-out-upon for the moſt 
palpable folly and madneſs, if they 
ſhould do the like towards their 
Teniporal Eſiates, or their Bodies. 

. Cowards, In. being more afraid of 
little dangers, becauſe they are pre- 
ſent, than of greater, becauſe they 
are future, and at a diſtance. Asthat 
Souldier, who doth more dread the 
preſent danger of Fighting, when he 
1s obliged to it, than the future dan- 
ger of ſuffering Martial Law for run- 
ning away, may juſtly be eſteemed a 
notorious Coward ; ſo may 'that man 
who 1s more afraid of a preſent incon- 
venience, by 1ncurring the prejudice 
and diſpleaſure of his looſe Compa- 
nions, to whom he would be accep- 
table, than of a future miſchicf from 
the Judgment of God. 

No man will eſteem another to be 
truly Valiant, becauſe he 1s not afraid 
{0 do ſuch vile unworthy things as 

will 
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will expoſe him to the diſpleaſure 
and puniſhment of. the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate z much leſs ſhould be ſo: ac- 
counted, for daring to do ſuch things 
as will in the iſſue expoſe him to Dt» 
vine Vengeance. 

For men of no real worth to ex- 
pet the eſteem and aftetion of 
others, as it is very vxequal. on their 
parts, requiring Brick without Straw; 
ſo neither is it [awful nor poſſible for 
others to allow it them ; not /awfil, 
becauſe it 1s as well a man's duty to 
contemn a vile perſon, as to honour yp 1, 
ther that fear the Lard. Not poſ- 
Jble , becauſe men muſt neceffarily 
judg according to the moſt prevailing 
Evidence 3 nor .can they eſteeny ſuch 
an: one to be worthy, whom they 
know to be otherwiſe, any more than 
they' can believe that to be white and 
ſtraight, which they ſee is black and 
crooked. 

Secondly, If theſe things be ſo, it 
wul herice follow, that men who have 
any ſenſe of Hozoxr, ſhould, by-theſe 
conliderations, be: excited to a love 

| of 
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of that which is the only means to . 
it, Namely, Religion and Fertue. 
Thoſe of (laviſh, ſordid Spirits, may 
be more eaſily perſwaded by the con- 
fideration of Gaiz; but no awotive 
can be more powerful with noble and 
generous Minds than that of Honour. * 
That man takes very 1]! meafures of 
things, who doth not make it one of 
his principal cares to keep his Name 
unſpotted ; it being no eaſy matter 
to recover a forfeited: Reputation. 
Such Profligate Wretches, as 'are 
without any ſenſe of Hoxour or 
Shame , may juſtly be eſteemed the 
Publick Peſts and Miſchiefs of Man- 
kind, and ſuch asought to be baniſhed 
from among them, as being" the 
common enemies to Government and 
Societies. | 
Of all ſorts of men, there lies a 
peculiar Qbligation upon them that 
are in Publick Places, to. preſerve 
their Reputations clear, and without 
blemiſh : A private Perſon is-not. fo 
much concern'd to look after Pxblick 
Fame, as that man is, who is ingag'd 
um 


ES 
in Publick Empliyment. He that can 
abundantly fatisfy himſelf with the 
Conſcience of well-doing, while he is 
in a Private Station, it once he be 
called to any ſuch Employment, 
where he muſt be uſeful to others by 
his Authority, 'Tis moſt fitting then, 
that he ſhould ſeek the Aid of Opi- 
Air, and Publick Eſteem, becauſe 'tis 
&is\which Rules the World , and 

Mnon Things the Rates at 
whi they UC to pals. 

There #s nothing 1n this World that 
we can propoſe to our {ſelves of 
greater benefit, than the Love and 
Eſteem: of good Men; I have ſhewed 
before that it is. Power, 'tis Safety - 
And beſides all the Advantages which 
we have by it whilſt we live, 'tis oge 
of thoſe things that will abide after 
#4, when we are gone out of this 
World; 'and for that reaſon a ſpe- 
cial regard is to be had to it : And, 
the more Wiſe any Man 1s, the more 
Care will he take to tranſmit a Grate- 
ful Memory of himſelf to future 
times 3 And, ſince he muſt be yooy 
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of after his departhre, he will: take 
Care that he be well ſpoken of, that 
his Name may be as a precions Oint- 
ment; leaving a Perfume behind it ; 
That men may riſe np at the mention of 
it, and call him bleſſed. 

I {har up all, with that affeCtionate 
Exhortation -of the Eloquent Apoſtle, 
Phil. 4. 8. Finally Brethren, whin- 
ſoever things are Venerable, what 
ever ' things are Lovely, _— 
things are of good Repaired Yhere be 
any Virtue , if there lt "any Praiſe, 
think F4 theſe things. And the Peace 
of God, which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing, ſhall keep your Hearts and minds 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 
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SERMONIEL 


ECCLES. XIL 13. 


Let us hear the Concluſion of the 
whole matter. Fear God, and keep 
his Commandments : for this is the 
whole duty of man. 


PTY His Book is one of Solomon's 
Philoſophical Diſcourſes . 


; containing ſuch principal 
Obſervations about Hx- 
man Affairs, as are apt to offer them- 
{elves to the thoughts of every ſerious 
conſiderate - man, eſpecially concern- 
ing thoſe things which may more im- 
mediately either promote or hinder 
our Happineſs. 
This Text is the 'Conchuſion which 


he jafers upon the whole matter, that 
which 


[ 36 1] 
which is the moſt natural reſult of all 
ſuch-Debates and Enquiries. 

In the former part he hadtaken into 
conſideration thoſe ſeveral ſtates of life, 
to which fnen uſually apply theraſelyey 
for Happineſs ; namely, Learning and 
Wiſdom, Mirth and- Pleaſures, Power 
and Greatneſs, Riches and Poſſeſſuons : 
Each of which he doth by great va- 
riety of Arguments, prove to be 
vanity and vexation, and altogether 
inſufficient to the End for which they 
are deſigned. 

Then he takes notice of the ſeveral 
Accidents of life, whether they concern 
our Endeavours, or our Perſons. 

xt. For our Erdeavonts. The moſt 
likely means are not always effeCtual 
for the attaining of their End. The 
utmoſt that Human Councils nd 
" Pruderice can provide for, is to take 
care, when they are to contend in 4a 
Race, that they be ſwifter than thoſe 
who run againſt them; or when they 
are to fight a Battel, that they be 
ſtronger than thoſe whom they- are 
to encounter. And yet #he Race 
708 
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not always to the ſwift, nor the Bat- 
tel to the* flrong 5 neither yet — 
to the wiſe,” nor yet Riches to men of ,%* 
underſtanding, nor Favour "to mow of 
shill > but time and chance happens 
t0 them all. (1.e.) There 1s a ſecret, 
Providence which dorh over-rule all 
thoſe worldly events in ſuch a man- 
ner, as is not accountable to Human 
Reaſon. Even amongſt Secular Bu- 
ſfineſſes, which we are apt to think 
moſt within our reach and compals, 
there is nothing ſo much under the 
power of the wiſeſt Counſels and En- 
deavours, but that the Providence of 
God may interpoſe for the diſappoint- 
ing of it, and render it ineffectual. 

And then for thoſe Accidents to 
which our Perſors are liable, He ob- 
ſerveth theſe three things : 

1. Our obnoxiouſneſs to Pair and 
Sickneſs, which he ſtiles by the names 


of Wrath and Sorrow ; under which, Ch. 5. 17; 


when a man lies languiſhing, none of 
his Worldly Enjoyments will ſignify 
any thing to him ; nor will they be 
able to afford him any ſuch eaſe or 

D help, 


Ch. 11.8, 
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help, but that he may be thereby cuz 
off in the midſt of his days, and then 
all þis thoughts. periſh; or elſe waſte 
away a great part of his life - with 
much anguiſh and wearineſs ; and 
may ſometimes, perhaps, -be. driven 
to that extremity by - nojſome and 
painful Diſeaſes, as to chuſe,ſtrangling 
arid Death, rather than Life, 

2. If it be ſuppoſed, that by the 
ſtrength and cheerfulneſs of a Man's 
natural temper,he ſhould eſcape theſe, 
and live many years, and rejoyce in then 
all ; yet he muſt remember the days 0 
darkneſs, which ſhall be many. (1. x 
Thoſe who devote themſelves to con- 
tinual Mirth and Pleaſure, cannot yet 
avoid the thought of their future 
eſtates, what ſhall become of them 
hereafter, when they are to depart 
out of this World ; but that the re- 
membrance of this will be often thruſt- 
ing into their Minds when ever they 
are retired and ſerious. And this be» 
ing to them a dark obſcure condition 
concerning their well-being, in which 
they can have no reaſonable m_— 
mu 
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muſt needs therefore be a great damp 
and allay toall their other Enjoymeats. 
3. Butin the third place : Suppoſe 
a man ſhould be able to avoid ſichreſs, 
and to. put the trouble of theſe thoughts 
likewiſe far from him ; yet there is 
ſomewhatelſewhich he cannot poſtibly 
—__ Old Age will navokdebl y {teal 
nhim, with all the infirmities of it; 
When the grinders ſhall be few, and ap- 
petite Fo when thoſe who look out þ 
the windows, ſhall be darkned, and t 
keepers of the houſe ſhall tremble: when 
a man ſhall become a burden to him- 
ſelf, and to his Friends 3 when thoſe 
of his neareſt Relations, whom he | 
hath moſt obliged by kindneſs, ſhall 


think it time for him to depart unto . 


his long home, to creep off the Stage, Ch. 1x: 51 


and make room for ſucceeding Gene- 
rations 3 and then, after a little Fu- 
neral-pomp of the Mourners going 
about the ſtreets, a man ſhall be bus 
ried out of the way, and forgotten : . 


For there is no remembrance of the wiſe, \Ch. x. 16, 


more than of the fool ; ſeeing that which 
now is, in the days to come ſhall be for- 
D 2 gotten, 
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gotten, Every Generation producing 
ſomewhat which ſeems new & ſtrange, 
totake up Men's talk-and wonder, and 
to drown the Memory of former Per- 
ſons and Aftions. And I appeal to any 
rational man, Whether theſe are not 
ſome of the moſt material reflettions 
that occur about Human Afﬀairs. 

Now from all theſe premiſes put to- 
gether, heinſerts this Concluſion in the 
Text, That to fear God, and keep his 
Commandments, is the Whole of man. 
Ci.e.) To be ſerious in the matter of 
Religion,and careful about our future 
ſtates, is that which every conſiderate 
man, after all his other diſquifitions 
and experiments, will find to be his 
greateſt intereft, that which dothmoſt 
of all deſerve his care and ſtudy. 

There are theſe Two parts in the 
words : 

1. A Deſcription of Religion, which 
in the former Clauſe is ſaid to conſiſt 
in fearing God, and keeping his Com- 
mandments. An awful apprehenſion 
of the Divine Nature, and an obedient 
ſubmiſſion to His Will. 
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2. A Commendation of Religion, in 
the latter Clauſe, This is the Whole of 
man. | 

It is the ſecond of theſe only, which 
I purpoſe to treat of -at this time. 

In the handling of which, the firſt 
thing to be enquired into, is, What 
3s the true import and meaning of this 
phraſe in the Original : px" Yam 
for the underſtanding of which, it 
will be proper to conlider the ſeveral 
ways of -expreſiing it in other Tran- 
{lations. 41 3.0% 

"The Septuagirt and the Valgar-do 
render it verbatins, This is Af,” or 
Every man. The word Duty, which 
is ſupplied by our Ezghſh,  being-not 
in & Original, or in other Tranſla- 
tions. This ought to be the way. and 
courſe of all mankind, ſo the Targum. 
This is the courſe to which every man 
is deſigpred, fo the Syriack, This will 
be moſt profitable and advantageous to 
men, fo the Arabick. This is the'whole 
of man ; \o {ome of our later Inter- 
preters, moſt proper to the ſcope of 
the place, it being an uſual Apzalalogy 
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in the Hebrew, Totius nniverſalis, pro 
toto integrante, All for Whole. | 

So that according to theſe:yarious 
Interpretations of | the words, they 
may contain in them a three-fold re- 
ference : To the Eſſence, the Happi- 
eſs, the Buſineſs of man. 

Accerding to which, the ſence of 
them'muſt be, That Religion, or the 
fearing, of God, and keeping his Com- 
mantiments, is amatter of ſo great can- 
{ſequence to Human Nature that... 

I.. The Eſſexce or Being of man, 
may be ſaid to confiſt in it. 

2: The Happineſs or well-being of 
man doth depend upon it. 

_ 3. The great: Buſineſs or Duty of 
man, -is to be converſant abont it, and 
to.labour after it: 

Theſe.,particulars I ſhall endeavonr 
to make out by fuch clear Principles 
of Reaſon, atteſted to by ſeveral of 
the witeſt Heathen . Writers, -as may 
be enoygh to ſatisfie any ſerious man 
'who-is able to underſtand the reaſon 
and conſequence of things, and. will 
but attend and conſider. 
| 1.1 
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1. I begin with the firſt: Religion 
1s of ſo great importance, that the 
Eſſence of man may be ſaid to confiſt 
in it. Mankind may be conſidered 
under a two-fold notion : 

1. More Separately, and by it elf, 
according to that Principle whereby 
'tis conftituted in ſuch a rank of 
Creatures. 

2. More Complexly, as joyned in 
Society, for which Man ſeems to be 
naturally deſfigned,and without which 
he could not well fubſiſt. Now Reli- 
gion will appear to be 'Effential to 
him in both theſe reſpetts. 

1, As conlidered Separately, accord- 
ing to thoſe Principles by which he 1s 
framed. That which doth conftitute 
any _ in its Being, and diſtinguiſh 
it from all other Things, This 1s that 
which we call the Form: or Eſſence of 
a thing. And this, for the Human 
Nature doth conſift im thoſe very 
things which are the chief Principles 
and Foundations of Religion; namely, 
the Apprehenſions of a Peity, and an 


Expe#ation of a future ſtate after this 
D 4 life : 
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life : Which no other Creature, below 
Man, doth partake of; and which are 
commonto all Mankind, not withſtand- 
ing the utmoſt endeavours that can be 
uſed for the ſuppreſſing of them. 

As for what is commonly alledged 
in the behalf of Reaſon, it may be ob- 
ſerved, that in the .Adtions of many 
Brute Creatures there are. diſcernable 
ſome kind of foot-ſteps,ſome imperfect 
ſtriFuresand degreesof Ratiocination; 
ſuch a natural Sagacity as bears a near 
reſemblance to Reaſon. From whence 
1t may follow, that it isnot Reaſonin 
the gexeral, which is the Form of Hy- 
man Nature; But Reaſon as it 1s deter- 
»1incd to Actions of Religion,of which 
we do not find the lealf ſigns or de- 

' grees 1n Brutes. Man being the only 
Creature in this viſible World, that 1s 
formed witha Capacity of worſhiping 
and enjoying his Maker. - Nor 1s this 
any new Opinion, but ſuch as ſeveral 
of the Ancient Writers, Phzloſophers, 
Orators, Poets have atteſted to 3 who 
make this Notion of a Deity, and Ado- 
ration of” htm, to be the true differ- 
ence bctwixt Man and Beaſt, Ply- 
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Plutarch aflerts it to be a very im- 
proper thing to own ſuch for Men, 
who do hot acknowledg and adorethe 
Deity. And inanother place, he affirms 
Irreligion to be a kind of Stupor, 
whereby Men are deprived of their 
Senſes. 

So Tully: Ex tot generibus, nullum eſt 
animal, &c. Amongſt all the living 


Creatures that are in the World, there 


1snone but Man that hath any notion 
of a Deity 3 and amongſt Mankind, 
there is no Nation ſo wild and barbar- 
ous, but pretends to ſome Religion. 


And in another place, £uis hunc ho- Deleg.l.x. 


minem dixerit « Why ſhould ſuch a 
one be accounted a Man, who by what 
he ſees inthe World,isnot convinced of 
a Deity, and a Providence, and of that 
adoration he owes to it 2 Of the ſame 
ſenſe is that of the Satyriſt, who ſpeak- 
ing of Religion, ſays this of it; 


Separat hac nos Fuvenal. 


A grege Brutorum, atq, ideo venerabile ſols Sat. 15. 
Sortits ingenium divinorumque Capaces. 


"Tis 
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*Tis this (faith he) that doth di- 
ſtinguiſh us from Brute Creatures, 
That we have Souls capable of Divine 
Empreſhiqns. 
$0 that, by what hath been ſaid, 
rt Hthould appear, that the Definition 
of Man may be rendered as well by 
the Difference of Religioſum, as Ra- 
tionale. As for that Inconventence 
which fome may object, That Athe- 
iſtical and Prophane perſons will be 
hereby excluded : Why fo they are 
by other Differences hkewiſe : ſach 
perſons having no juſt pretence tq 
Reaſon, who renounce Religion : and 
it were well, if they might not only 
be reckoned among Bealts (as they 
are by the Pſalmiſt, where he tiles 
them Brutifh) but driver ont am 
them likewiſe, - and baniſhed from all 
Human Society, as being publick 
Peſts, and Miſchiefs of Mankind, ſuch 
as would debaſe the Nobility of our 
Natures, to 'the condition of Brute 


--* Creatures, and therefore fit only to 


live amongſt them. 'Which brings me 
. to the 
2, Con- 


TI 

2. Conſideration of Man as a S- 
ciable Creature. Religion 18 eſſential 
to him in this reſpe& alſo, as being 
the ſureſt- Bond to tye men up to 
thoſe relpettive duties towards one 
another, without which, Government 
and Society could not ſubfiſt. 

There is a remarkable paſſage in 
Plutarch to this purpoſe, where he 
ſtiles Religion, the Cement of all Com- 
mmnities, and the chief Baſis of all 
Legiſlative Powver. And in another 


place he ſays, That *tis much more 


eaſy to byild a City in the open air, 
without any ground to found it ups 
on, [than to eſtabliſh a Government 
without Religion. A. City (faith he) 
may make ſome ſhift to ſubſiſt with- 
out Walls, Schools, 1 eaters, Houſes 3; 
nay, without Money, but not without 
Religion. © 

Tf- it were not for this notion of a 
Deity, and thoſe natural impreſſions 
which we have concerning Juſtice 
and Probity, ſo neceſfary for thecon- 
ſervation of Humarr Society ; inſtead 
of thoſe well-ordered a 
an 


Againlt 
Colntes, 
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and Cities which are. now in the 
world, Mankind muſt have, lived 
either wild and ſolitary 1 Caves and 
Dens, like Savage-Beaſts: or elſe 1n 
Troops of Robbers, ſubſiſting upon 
the ſpoil and rapine of ſuch as were 
weaker than themſelves. 


L —_—_ Pietate ſublata, fides etiam, &+ So« 


cietas hunmani generis,, &* una excel- 
lentiſſuma virtus Juſtitia tollitur, Take 
but away the awe of Religion, and 
all that Fidelity and Juſtice, ſo neceſ- 
ſary for the keeping up of Human 

Society, muſt periſh with it. . 
'Tis this fear of a Deity, and.'the 
ſenſe of our obligation to Him, that 
is the only effeGual means to reſtrain 
Men within the bounds of Duty. 
And were this wholly extinguiſhed, 
there would follow ſuch wild Difor- 
ders and Extravagancies © athongſt 
men, as would nat leave ſo much as 
the face or leaſt ſhadow of Virtue 
or Honeſty in the World : There be- 
ing no kind of Vice which men 
would not abandon themſelves unto, 
conlidering the impetuouſneſs of 
| their 


L 49 ] 
their own natural appetites, and the 
power of 'external temptations, were 
this reſtraint from Religion once re- 
moved or aboliſhed. 

The two chief Oppoſites to, Re- 
ligion, are Profaneneſs and Swperſti- 
tion. Both which, are prejudicial to 
Civil Government :*'The one by de- 
ſtrozing Conſcience, the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligation to Political Duries : The 
other by perverting and abuſing it ; 
introducing in the ſtead of it, a new 
Primum Mobile, which raviſheth the 
Spheres of Government, and puts 


them into a preternatural courſe, as a L0rd Bz- 


Noble Author hath elegantly ex- 
preſſed it. 

The two grand Relations that con- 
cern Society, are Government 'and 
SubjeFion. And Irreligion deth in- 
diſpoſe men for both theſe. 

1. For Government. Without Re- 
ligion, Magiſtrates will loſe that Cou- 
rage and Confidence belonging to 
their ſtations, which they cannot ſo 
well exert in puniſhing the Offences 
of others, when they are guilty of 

, tne 


the ſame or the like themſelvey, Thoſe 
that fit on the Throng of Judgment, 
ſhould he. able to ſcatter away evil 
with their eyes, as Solomon ſpeaks, 
Prov, 20, 8. By their very preſence 
and look, to ftrike an awe upon Of- 
fenders, Which will not be ſa eaſily 
done, ; if they ſhould lye under the 
ſame guilt themſelves 3 Size Bonitate 
wulla Mijeſtas , faith Seneca : The 
'yery. nature of Majeſty doth denote 
Goodneſs: as well as Power. - And 
without this, Govgrnours may cafily 
loſe that Rewerence which is due to 
them from others, and conſequently 
that Azthority which they ought to 
have over them. When they ceaſe 
to be Gods in reſpe& of their Good- 
eſs, they may diminiſh in their Pow- 
er. And though they ſhould be able 
to keep men under as to their Bodies 
and Eſtates, yet will they decline as 
to that awful Love and Reverence 
whereby they ſhould ſway over the 
Hearts and AfﬀeCtions of men. 

The Philoſopher in the Fift Book 
of his Politicks, doth lay it down as 
a Rule 
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a. Rule. for Magiſtrates, . that they 
muſt be. careful to give publick Te- 
ſtimonies of their being reljgious and 
devout 53 for which | he gryes this 
double reaſon : Becauſe the people 
will be leſs ſubjet to entertain any 
jealouſy or ſuſpition of ſuffering in- 
jury from ſuch whom they . believe 
to be religious. And withal, they 
will be leſs ſubje&-to attempt the do- 
ing of injury againſt ſuch 5 as know- 
ing, that good Magiſtrates are after 
a more eſpecial manner under the 
Divine Fayour and Protection,having 
God to fight with them , and for 
them. 2.The want of Religionwill n- 
diſpoſe men for the condition of Sb- 
JeFs, and render them looſe and un- 
ſtable in thoſe duties of obedience 
and ſubmiſſion required to that ſtate. 
How can it be expedted from that 
man who dares, affront and deſfuſe 
God himſelf, that he ſhould have any 
hearty reverence for his Deputies and 
Vicegerents ? Thoſe who are defti- 
tute of Religion. and Conſcience, as 
'they are not to be truſted in any or- 
dinary 
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dinary private duty towards thoſe 
with whom they converſe, much les 
can they be uſeful in any ſuch extra- 
ordinary Aftion, whereby the publick 
welfare is to be promoted. Where 
there are no ſeeds of Piety and Vir- 
tue, there can be nothing of Honour 
or Magnanimity. | 

He that is ſubject only- upon the 
account of Wrath, and the power of 
the Sword which is over him, will be 
no longer ſo, when, he hath an op- 
portunity of eſcaping or reſiſtin 
that Power. Nor is there any poſ- 
ſible way to ſecure men in their quiet 
ſubje&tion - and obedience, but by 
their being obliged for Conſcience 
ſake. And therefare- ſuch' kind of 
perſons, as by their open profaneneſ(s 
and contempt of Religion, do en- 
deavour to deſtroy Conſcience from 
amongl[t men, may juſtly be eſteemed 
as the worſt kind of Seditious Per- 
ſons, and moſt pernicious to Civil 
Government. 

Whatever Diſputes have been rai- 
{ed concerning the lawfulneſs of 
puniſh- 


£3 of 


puniſhing men for their diſfenting 
Conſctences in matters of Religion ; 
yet never any man queſtioned the 
lawfulnefs of puniſhing men for their 
rofaneneſs and contempt of all Re- 
gion. Such men as renounce Con» 
ference , cannot pretend that they 
ſuffer for it. And certainly this Vice 
doth upon” many accounts deſerve 
the greateſt ſeverity of Laws, as be- 
ing i its own natare deſtruftive of 
the very Principles of Government, 
and the Peace of all Human $0- 
cieties: Beftdes the Miſchiefs conſe- 
quent napon it from Divine Ven- 
PEMICe. 

So that upon all theſe accounts, 
there is juſt reaſon to infer the truth 
of this Propoſition, That Religion is 
totume hominis 1n this firſt ſenſe, as it 
refers to the Eſſerce of Man confider- 
ed either Separately, or as a Member 
of Socrety, 

2. 'Tis ſo likewiſe with reſpett to 
the Happineſs and well-being of 
Man. That is properly ſaid to be 
the chief 'End or Happineſs of a 

E thing, 
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\.thing; which doth raiſe its nature to 
; the utmolt perfection of whieh it. is 
capable according to its rank and 

kind. So the chief good belonging 
to a- Vegetable or Plant, 1s to grow 
up to a ſtate of maturity, to continue 
to its natural period, and to propa- 
gate its Kind, which is the utmoſt 
perfection that kind of Being 1s ca- 
pable of, | And whereas dvexſitive 
Creatures, - befides thoſe things which 
are common te them with Plazts, 
have likewiſe ſuch faculties, whereby 
they are able to apprehend external 
objects, and to receive pain or plea- 
ſure from them 3 Therefore the Hap- 
pineſs proper to them, muſt confiſt mn 
the Perfection of : theſe Faculties , 
namely, in ſenſible pleaſures, the en- 
Jjoying of ſuch things as 'may be 
grateful to their ſenſes. ' But now 
Mankind, (if wewill allow it to be a 
diſtin& rank of Creatures ſuperior to 
Brutes) being endowed with fuch Fa- 
cultics, whereby 'tis made capable of 
apprehending a Deity, and of ex- 
pecting a future ſtate after this life z 
It 


—_ 


5 
It will hence follow, That the propet 
happineſs: 'of 'mant niuſt conſiſt in 
the perfeCting Of this Faculty ; natne- 
ly, 1n ſuch a ſtate as may reconcile 
him to the'Divine Favour, and afford 
him the beſt aſſurance 'of a bleſſed 
Immortality hereafter. Which no- 
thing elſe but Religion can fo much 
as pretend to. And that this is moſt 
. agreeable to Natural Light, may ap= 
pear from the Teltimoniesof ſeveral! 
of the wiſeſt Heathens, Pzthacores; 
Plato, Epifetus, &c. who aflert a 
Man's Happineſs, or chief End; to 
confiſt in a likeneſs or reſemblance 
to the Divine Nature, in following 
of God, endeavouring to imitate hin 
whom we worſhip, which are but ſe- 
veral defcriptions of Religion. 

- ?Tis true” indeed ;' the nature of 
Mar, by reafon of thoſe other Capa- 
cities, common to him with Plants 
and -Brutey,” may ſtand in need of (e- 
veral other things, to render his con-+ 
dition pleaſant and 'comfortable Ti 
. this World; as Health,” Riches, Repu'- 
tation, Safety, &c. Now herein is thy 
5 E 2 great 
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reat advantage of Religion, that be- 
hes the phael ae it doth 
for-us, in ſecurmg our future Eſtates 
in the other World ; It is likewiſe the 
moſt efte&tual means to promote our 
happineſs in this World ; and that not 
only Moral/y, apon account of that 
Reward which Virtuous Ations do 
entitle a man unto from a juſt and a 
wiſe Providence ; But Naturally alſo, 
by reaſon of that Phyſical efficacy, 
which the Duties of Religion have 1n 
procuring for us each of ok things, 
wherein our Temporal Hippineſs 
doth conſiſt ; in promoting the wel- 
fare not only of particular perſons, 
but of publick Communities of Man- 
kind in general, and of the whole | 
Oxniverſe. Inſomuch, that if we could 
ſuppoſe our ſelves in a capacity- of 
capitulating with God, concerni 
the Terms upon which we woul 
ſubmit to his Government, and .to 
chuſe the Laws we would be bound 
to obſerve, It were not poſſible for 
us to make any Propoſals, which 6 


on all Accounts ſhould be more a 
val- 


; 
; 
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vantageous to our own Intereſts, than 
thoſe very Conditions to which we 
are vbliged by the Rules of Religion 
and Virtue. And herein doth the 
reaſonableneſs of Religion, and the 
Beauty 'and Wiſdom of Providence 
moſt eminently appear towards Man- 
kind, iti governitig us by ſuch Laws 
as do moſt apparently tend to the per- 
{ting of our Natures, and in making 
that only to be our Dsty, which ts our 


Intereſt. 


3. Religion is Totum hominis, with 
reſpet to the chief Buſineſs and Duty 
of Man, that which he ought to be 
moſt intent upon, and - converſant 
about, as to his Employment in this 
World. That Genera! Calling to 
which every man of what rank or 
quality ſoever is to be engaged. Men 
are diſtributed under other partic- 
lar Callings, according as their Edu- 
cation, Abilities, Friends, and ſeveral 
Opportunities do diſpoſe of them, 
But the obligation of Religion, being 
of univerſal concernment, doth ex- 
= 3 tend 
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tend to all and eyery, patticular, there 

eng none pat ws gy ut, ;Hpo 
iſs omnis homo, ' Every man '1s;,con- - 
cerned 1n it. ., And it 1s tofu homi- 
»is likewiſe, 'Tis his calling, -the chief 
bulineſs about, which he is-to be em- 
ployed. -;,; -- + | 

. I do not (ay, that a man's thoughts 
are always'to be taken up about. the 
immediate Acts -of Religion, --'any 
more than a- Traveller is. always-to 
have his mind aQtually fixed upon 
the thought of his ; Mera * end. 
{This would be ' incanfiftent with 
the infirmity of our natures, and 
the neceſſity of our - conditions in 
this World. ' But yet, asrhe-that is 
upon a Journey, doth-ſo-order all his 
Particular Motions, as may be'moſt 
conducible to his Gexeral, End 3, fo 
thould men KEabitxally,. though they 
cannot aG@xally, m every affair have 
reſpect to their chief End, fo as to 
obſerve all theduties of 'Religion, and 
_ gever to allow themſelves. 1n -any 
thing againſt the rules of it. - And 
he that hath this care continually ups 
: , - on 
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on his mind, (though he be but a Se-' ."\"_ 


cular prrfonYinay properly be ſaid to 
make cHgiOn his Buſeneſs. 

The Wiſe-man, in the beginning 
of this Book, had propoſed as his 
grand Query to be diſcuſſed, to find 


out what was that good for the ſons of Ch. 2. 3. 


men, which they ſhould' 46 nnder the 
Heavens, all the days of their lives. 
(1.e.) What was thechiefemployment 
or  bufineſs, which they fhould ap- 
ply themſelves to in this World. And 
here in the Text he aſflerts it to be 
the buſineſs of Religion, Fearing God, 
and keeping his Commandments : Sue 
table to that Precept of -Moſes, Deut. 
Io. 12. And now, O Tfrael, what 
doth the Lord thy God require y] 
thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in his ways, and to ſerve the 
Lord thy God, and keep his Command- 
ments : And the'PraGiſe of St. Paxl, 
Who made this his daily exerciſe, to 
keep his Conſcience void of offence, both 
towards God, and towards men. 

To the Reaſonableneſs of this, (e- 
veral of the wiſeſt Heathens have at- 
E 4 teſted, 


Moral. rt. 
6d Eudem 
i fine, 
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teſted. That's a remarkable paſſage in 
Ariſtotle to this purpoſe, where he 
ſtates that to be the molt defirable pro- 
portion of all Worldly-Felicities and 
Enjoyments, which is moſt conſiſtent 
with men's deveting themſelves, to the 
buſineſs of Religion : And that to be 
either too much or too little of wealth, 
or honour,or power,@*c. whereby men 
are hindred in their meditating upon 
God, or their worſhipping of him. 

So EpiSetus, diſcourfing concern- 


0g the work and buſineſs he was de- 


{igned to, bath this paſſage: If I had 
been made a Nightingale or a Swan, 
I ſhould have employed the time of 
my life in ſuch a way as is ſnitable to 
the conditions of thoſe Creatures : 
But being made a Man, capable of 
ſerving and worſhipping that God 


- from whom I had my Being, it's but 


reaſon that I ſhould apply my ſelf 
to this, as being my proper work and 
bulinels ; vive wi 73 344d re And there- 
fore hereunto will 1 devote my elf, 


as being the chief Employment to 


which I am defigned. 
eq 
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80 Antoninus : Every thing (faith Lib. 
he)is defigned for ſome kind of work, S*®- 


Beaſts and Plants, the Sun and Stars, 
gl vg And what do you 'con- 
ceive your bulineſs to be 2 Senſual 
leaſures ? Bethink your ſelf a little 
ter, whether | this be ſuitable to 
the Nobility of your nature, and thoſe 
excellent faculties with, which you 
are endowed ? 

Men uſually apply themſelves to 
that as their chief buſineſs, which may 
quit coſt and be worth their labour, 
by which their Intereſt'is moſt pro- 
moted. And there is nothing can be 
more reaſonable, than for that to be 
the chief buſineſs of a man's Life, 
which is the chief end of his Being, 
Which is the third thing I propoſed 
to ſpeak to. 

I crave leave to mention two Infe- 
rences very briefly by way of Appli- 
cation, and I have done. 

If this be ſo, that Religion is of ſo 
great Importance, that it may be ſti- 
led the Whole of mar, with reference 
to all thoſe things that are of great- 

; | eſt 


8. 
19. 
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eſt moment, The Eſence, the Happi- 
eſs, the Buſineſs of Man : | 

I. What Monſters of Folly, and 
Madneſs, and Contradidtion ,” muſt 
thoſe men be, who do upon this ac- 
count put a greater value upon them- 
ſelves, as being more learned, and wile, 
and better than others, becauſe they 
can” contemn- and deſpiſe Religion ? 
Certainly, by all the Laws of God and 
Men, ſuch Miſcreants'ought to be ren- 
dered moſt vile and contemptible them- 
felves. Their Diſcourſes ought not to 
be liſtned unto without nauſeouſneſs 
and deteſtation. Their Perſons ſhould 
be uſed as the Lepers were under the 
Law, whoſe company every one was 
obliged to avoid, as being unclean 1n- 
tectious perſons. And perhaps this 
might- be one. good way, if not of 
curing themſelves, yet of hindring 
their Miſchiefs upon others, when they 
ſhould find themſelves abhorred and 
abandoned by all ſober men. 

2. How dear ſhould the Concern- 
ments of Religion be to every one of 
us! How ſerious ſhould we be in the 
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Profeſſion and Practice of it our ſelves! 
How zealous in promoting the Honour 
and the Power of it amongſt others! 
The things of this World are full of 
- uncertainty, and of ſhort continuance. 

When a few days are ph we muſt all 
of us go to the place whence we ſhall not 
return. And when wecome todie, no- 
thing then will be of any advantage - . 
to us but Religion, The teſtimony of 
our Conſciences, that in ſtmplicity and 
godly 7 ra we have had our Con- 
. verſation in this world. Upon which 
we may confidently expect, that there 
is laid up for us a Nm. of Righteoufe- 
eſs, which the Lord the Righteous Judg, 
will give unto us at the day of his Ap- 
pearance; when he ſhall come to bring - 
every work into judgment, with every 
ſecret thing, wheeher it be good, or whe 
ther it be evil. 
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SER MON III. 


For God ſhall bring every work into 
judgment , with every ſecret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it 
be evl. 


His Book doth contain a 
Philoſophical Diſquiſition 
concerning a ſtate of Hap- 
pineſs ; wherein the Wiſe 

man doth particularly diſcuſs each of 

thoſe Subjects, which according to the 
various Opinions and tempers of men, 
are believed to have any pretence tot, 

The precedent Verſe (asI have tors 
merly ſhewed) doth contain the Cor- 
cluſion of the whole matter ; the chief 
inference and refult from all the former 

Debates 
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Debates and Enquiries 53 wherein-he 
aſſerts, that every man's true happi- 
neſs doth conſiſt in being religious, In 
fearing God, and rabenac, by Command- 
ments. 

And though this Conclufion had 
been ſufficiently proved by great va- 
riety of Arguments, in the foregoing 
Diſcourſe 3 yet he thinks fit here in 
the cloſe of all, to back and enforce it 
with one Argument more , 'which 
above all others is moſt apt to make 
deep impreſſion upon the minds of 
men 3 and, (if any thing can) to-per- 
ſwade them to the Duties of Religi- 
on : And that is the conſideration of 
the laſt Jucgment, in the words of the 
Text, For God ſhall bring, &c. 

That which I intend from theſe 
words, is to prove, againſt the Infi- 
dels and Scoffers of this Age, the 
Reaſonableneſs and the Credibility of 
this great Principle of Religion, con- 
cerning a future ſtate of Reward and 
Puniſhment. 

Though the Principal Evidence 
for this do depend upon Scripture, 
eſpecially 


[69] 
eſpecially the New Teſtament, where 
it is ſaid, That hfe and immortality » Tum.i, 
#s brought to light by the Goſpel. Yet in **: 
a point of ſogreat moment and conſe- 
uence as-this 1s, 1t is not to be imas» 
gined, that God ſhould have left hinr- 
ſelf without a Witneſs toall the Nations 
of the World, but that all men ſhould 
be endowed with ſuch natural Capaci- 
ties and Notions, as being improved 
by Confideration, will afford ſufficient 
evidence for the belief of this great 
Fundamental Principle. 
As for ſuch men, who live under 
the ſenſe of Guilt, whoſe Intereſt- it 
is that there ſhould be no future ac- 
count, it cannot be otherwiſe expe&ted 
from ſuch, but that they ſhould be wit 
ling to- diſ-believe this. And from 
hence it 1s, that ſome of the Ancient 
Philoſophers have employed their 
Learning and Subtilty, to diſpute 
themſelves into ſome kind of doubts 
and uncertainty about it. And yet the 
enerality even of theſe have been 
orced to acknowledg it much more 
, probable than the contrary. And as 
F for 
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for the YVulgar ſort of people, who 
are guided by the more ſimple diftates 
of Nature, theſe have in all Ages and 
Nations ſubmitted themſelves to this 
Dofrine, and profeſſed a firm belief 
of it. And though Vulgar Opinion be 
but a very bad Topick about ſuch mat- 
ters as may gratify men intheir caſe and 
ſenſual appetites; yet in ſuch other 
Opinions as are croſs to their Worldly 
Intereſts, it may argue ſuch things to 
be from ſome natural impreſſion upon 
their minds, which they muſt believe, 
and cannot otherwiſe chuſe. 

The Arguments I would make uſe 
of to this purpoſe, may be reduced 
to theſe three general Heads : 

1. From the ſuitableneſs of this 
Principle, to the moſt natural Notions 
of our Minds. 

2. The Neceſſity of it, to the Go- 
vernment of mens Lives and Afﬀions 
in this World. 

3. The Neceſſity of it, for the vin- 
dication of Divine Providence, 

1. I begin with the firſt: The ſajt- 
ableneſs of 1t to the moſt natural Notions 


of 
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of our Minds, and thoſe kind of Im- 
preſſions which belongto us, as we are 
Reaſonable Creatures. We ſee by ex- 
perience, that all other things-(fo far 
as: we are able to judg) Mixerals, 
Plants, Beaſts, &c. are natufally en- 
dowed with ſuch Principles, as are 
molt fit to promote the perfection of 
their natures in their ſeveral Kinds. 
And therefore it is by no means cre- 
dible, that Mankind only, the moſt , 
excellent of all the other Creatures in 
this viſible World, for the ſervice of 
whom, ſo many. other things ſeem to 
be deſigned, ſhould have ſuch kind of 
Principles interwoven in his very Na- 
ture, as. do contain in them meer 
cheats and deluſions. And therefore 
whatſoever thoſe things are, which 
the generality of Mankind, eſpeclally 
the moſt wiſe and the moſt conſfederate 
part of them do agree in, ought tobe 
allowed. for highly credible 3 other- 
wiſe it muſt follow, that we ate framed 
with ſuch kind of Faculties, as in our, 
moſt cautious exerciſe of them, . are 
more likely to Jeans us, and expole us 
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to Error, than to dire# and lead us to 
the Truth. 

But I ſhall endeavour to manifeſt 
this more particularly, by theſe three 
Conliderations. 

x. This Principle is moſt ſuitable 
to the general Apprehenſrons of Man- 
-kind, concerning the nature-of good 
and evil. | 

2. To thoſe ratural Hopes and Ex- 
peQations, which the generality of 
good men have, concerning a ſtate of + 
future Happineſs. | 

3. To thoſe natural Fears and Ex- 
peCtations, which the generality of 
wicked men are poſlefled with, con- 
cerning a future ſtate of Puniſhment 
and M;fery. 

I. This Principle is moſt ſuitable 
to the general Apprehenſions of Mans 
kind concerning the nature of good 
and evil, All men heretofore have 
agreed, that there is fuch a Thing-as 
the Law of Nature, whereby things 
are diſtinguiſhed into good and bad 5 
according to which, the Adions of 
men are determined to be either Vir- 
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tnous or Viciows. And as the one of 
theſe, doth in the effence of it imply 
Comelineſs and Reward ; ' 0 doth the 
other denoteTrpitude and Puniſhment. 
Theſethings being implied 1n the very 
definitions of Virtze and Vice. And 
from..hence it will follow, That as 
there is ſome Superior Power who 
hath put this Law into our Natures ; 
ſo will he take care to enforce the ob- 
ſervance of it, by rewarding and pu- 
niſhing men accordingly. This being 
implied in the nature of a Law. 

If there be nothing in the naked 
eſſence of things that ntakes them to 
difter,but what doth meerly ariſe from 
Cuſtom and Poſttive Laws 3 why then 
Cuſtom and Law would be able to 
render it a very virtuonsand commens= 
' dable thing for a man to be 7ngrateful, 
a breaker of Compadts, a falſe Witneſs, 
a Perjured perſon ; which 1s ſo mon- 
ſtrous a Poſition, that the common 
Reaſon of Mankind will abhor it upon 
the firſt propoſal. Nothing is more 
obvious, than that there 1s an univers- 
fal deſire amongſt men , of ſeeming 
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honeſty : The moſt impudent and pro- 
fligate wretchbeinglothto be eſteemed 
to be, what really he is. The very Sin 
of Hypoctihfie, ſo generalamongſtmen, 
doth co a rat. 5/2 the 
Beanty of goodneſs, and the Deformity 
of Vice. Nor is there any account to 
be given, why there ſhould be impreſ> 
ſed upon the nature of men ſuch a 
value for the one, and diſlike for the 
other, if there were not in the things 
themſelves, ſomething ſuitable tothole 
contrary affections. 
* We ſee by experience, that there is 
ſuch a kind of Reſt and Acquieſcence 
in the mind, upon the diſcovery of 
Truth, and the doing of Virtuoxs 
A@Tions, as belong to natural Bodies, 
when they are 1n their proper places : 
Which may argue theſe things to have 
{ome peculiar ſuitableneſs to the Soul 
of man, and that the oppoſites tothem 
do offer violence to ſome natural Prin- 
ciple belonging to it. 

2. This Principle is moſt ſuitable 
to thoſe natural Hopes and Expe&a- 
tjons which the generality of good 
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men have concerning a ſtate of future 
Happineſs. From whence doth ariſe 
that Confidence and Courage, where» 
by thoſe of meaneſt Quality and 
Abilities (if otherwiſe Virtuous pers 
Tons) can ſupport themſelves in their 
ſufterings for that which is good : 
Which doth neceſfarily ſuppoſe in 
them a ſtrong, and even a natural be- 
lief and cient of ſuch a future 
ſtate, wherein their ſufferings ſhall be 
conflidered and rewarded. 

Beſides that, there is a natural des 
fire in all men, after a ſtate of Hap- 
pineſs and PerfeFion. And if we 
conhlider the utter impoſibility of at- 
taining to any ſuch condition in this 
life, This will render it highly credi- 
ble, That there muſt be another ſtate 
wherein this Happineſs is attainable : 
otherwiſe Mankind muſt fail of his 
chief End, being by a natural Prin- 
ciple moſt ſtrongly inclined to ſuch a 
ſtate of Happineſs as he can never 
attain to. As if he were purpoſely 
framed to be tormented betwixt theſe 
two Paſſions, Deſire and Deſpair 3 
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an earneſt Propenſion after Happineſs, 
and an uter incapacity of ever enjoying 
it. And, which is yet more conſider- 
able, the better and the wiſer any man 
1s, the more earneſt defires and hopes 
hath he after ſuch a ſtate of Happineſs. 
And if there be no ſuch thing, not 
only Nature, but Virtue likewil: muſt 
contribute to make men miſerable ; 
than which, nothing can ſeem more un- 
reaſonable to thaſe who believe a Juſt 
and a Wiſe Providence. 

3. This Principle is moſt ſuitable 
to thoſe Fears and Expe@ations which 
the generality of wicked mer are pol- 
ſeſled with, concerning a firture ſtate: 
of Miſery. Witneſs thoſe natural ſug- 
geſtions of Conſcience jn the worſt of 
men, that upon any wicked -action 
(though never ſo private) are often- 
times Ha of them, with the ap- 
prehenſions of another Judicature and 
Tribunal, before which they ſhall be 
ealled to an account for their cloſeſt 
fins. All that ſecret regret, and thoſe 
jnward ſmitings, Laniatus & 1Fus, 
which are {ooften felt in the Minds of 
b* ;, i 28 1 . men, 


L 77] 


men, upon the commiſhonof any great 
fin, do argue ſome common intima- 
tions, even in the Light of Nature, 
of another Judgment after this life, 
wherein they (hall be accountable for 
ſuch Attions, which men donot puniſh 
or take notice of. - 
And theſe natural Fears do uſually 
feize upon all kind of men promiſcu» 
oully, even thoſe who are moſt Potent, 
who by their own Wills can giveLaws 
to Nations, and command mighty 
Armies, yet. cannot they avoid theſe 
Checks and Laſbes of Conſcience, but 
that they will ſeize upon them, and 
ſhake them, as well as the pooreſt 
meaneſt Subje&t. Nor can ſuch as are 
moſt obſtinately wicked, who with their 
utmoſt ſtudy and endeavour, apply . 
themſelves to the ſuppreſſing and dif- 
belief of theſe Notions, ſo wholly ſtifle 
them, but that they will be continu- 
ally riſing up in their Minds, and pur- 
ſuing of them, 
Now as there is no man whatſoever, 
that is wholly freed from theſe fears 
of future miſery after death, fo uw 
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is no other Creature but Man, that 
hath any fears of this kind. And if ' 
there be no real ground for this, then 
maſt it follow, That he who framed 
all his other Works with ſuch an ex« 
cellent congruity, did yet ſo contrive 
the Nature of Man, the moſt noble 
amongſt them, as to prove a needleſs 
torment and burthen to it (elf. 

IF it be ſaid, That theſe Notions 
may proceed from ſuch Principles as 
men have derived from I»ſtitation , 
and the Teaching of others, and do 
not imply a Neceflity of any ſuch Na- 
tural impreſſions. 

To this it may be anſwered, That 
it it ſufficient to denominate them 
Natural Notions ;, if they have ſuch a 
ſuitableneſs to the minds of Men, as 
makes them to be generally owned by 
all thoſe who apply their thoughts 
to the conſideration of them. And 
that they have ſuch a natural ſuita- 
bleneſs, may appear, Becauſe Infſtitu- 
tion cannot ſo eaſily eradicate theſe 
Notions, as it can fix them. Now 
if the meer teaching of others were 
it 
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it ſelf ſufficient to impreſs theſe No- 
tions, without any ſuch peculiar con- 
gruity in the things themſelves, Ic 
would be as ſufficient to deface them 
again : Eſpecially conſidering the ad- 
vantage on this fide, from that na- 
tural repugriancy we have againſt any 
thing which brings diſquiet to our 
Minds. And nothing is more trouble- 
ſom in this kind, than the Fear which 
follows upon Gullt. 

But now, though there have been 
ſeveral men of no mean Abilities, in 
feveral Ages, who have made it their 
buſineſs to root out of the Minds of 
men all ſuch troubleſome Notions 
about a future ſtate, endeavouring to 
perſwade themſelves and others; That 
as there was a time before they were 
born into the world, when they were 
not, So attheir dying, or going out 
of it, they ſhall exiſt no more. And 
yet, though it be their intereſt to be- 
lieve this, though they make 1t their 
ſtudy and bufineſs to perſwade them- 
{clives and others to it 5 It may rea- 
ſonably be doubted, whether ever yet 
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there hath been ſo much as one perſon 
chat hath hereby become abſolutely - 
free from theſe Fears : But for the 
moſt part, Thoſe who would have 
them eſteemed vain and imaginary, 
without any foundation in Nature, 
Theſe, are the perſons who are moſt 
aſſaulted with them. 


Hz ſunt qui trepidant &* ad omnia 
fulgere pallent. 


So powerful and wncorngquerable are 
theſe impreſſions, and therefore natural. 

2. The ſecond Reaſon I propoſed 
to ſpeak to, was from the Neceſſity of 
this Principle, to the right government 
of mens Lives and Ations in this world, 
and the preſerving of Society amongſt 
them, 

Nothing can be more evident, than 
that the Human Nature 1s ſo framed, 
as not to be regulated and kept within 
due bounds, without Laws.; and Laws 
muſt be inſignificant , without the 
SanCtionsaf Rewards and Puniſhment, 
whereby men may be neceſſitated to 
| the 
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the obſervance of them. ' Now the 
temporal. Rewards and Puniſhments 
of this —_—_—_ be ſufficient to this 
end; and therefore there is a neceſlity, 
that there ſhould be another future 
ſtate of Happineſs and Miſery. 

All the Rewards and Puniſhments 
of this life, are to be expetted either 
from the Civil Magiſtrate, who by 
virtue of his Place and Calling 1s 
obliged to the duty of diſtributive 
Juſtice : Or elſe from Divine Provi- 
dence, according to that moſt uſual 
courle which we find by Experience 
to be obſerved by Him, in his diſpen- 
fation of theſe Temporal things. Now 
neither of theſe can afford ſufficient 
Motives for the government of Mens 

Lives and Actions. | 
' I. Not all that may be expetted 
from the Civil Magiſtrate , Becauſe 
there may be many good and evil 
Aﬀions, which they cannot take no- 
tice of 3 and they can reward and pu- 
niſh only ſuch things as come under 
their cognizance. And 1f this were 
the only reſtraint upon men, it com 


[ 92 ] 
be no hindrance from any ſuch Mif- 
chief or Villanies which men had the 
portunity of committing ſecretly, 
Nor would it extend to thoſe who 
had Power and Strength enough to 
defend themſelves from the Law, and 
eſcape the penalty of it, but that ſuch 
might without any check or fear, fol- 
low the inclinations of their own Ap- 
petites. Nor would it afford any 
remedy in the caſe of ſuch wicked 
Magiſtrates as ſhould invert the or- 
der of their Inſtitution, proving Ter- 
rors to well-doers, and Enconragers to 
thoſe that do ill. 
| 2. Not all that may be expetted 
from Common Providence : For though 
it ſhould be granted, that accordi 
to the moſt uſual and general —_ 
of things, both Virtuous and Vitious 
Attions are rewarded and puniſhed 
in this life ; yet there may be many 
particular caſes which this Motive 
would not reach unto 3 namely, all 
ſuch caſes where a man's Reaſon ſhall 
inform him, that there is far greater 
probability of ſafety and —_ 
| + y 
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by committing a fin, than can be rea- 
ſonably expected (according to his 
experience of the uſual courſe of 
things in the World) by doing his 
duty. Suppoſe the cafe of the three 
Children, . or of any others called to 
Martyrdom, who may be threatned 
with torments and death, unleſs they 
will blaſpheme God, and renounce 
their Religion, If it appear to them 
very probable, ſuppoſe a hundred to 
one, that upon their refuſal, Their 
Perſecutors will really execute what 
they Threaten: And if on the other 
ſide it appear very improbable, ſup- 

ſe ten thouſand to one, that they 
not be delivered by a Miracle : In 

ſuch caſes, it is not to be expetted 
that the conſideration of the ordinary 
courſe of Providence in the difpen- 
ſation of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
ſhould be ſufficient to reſtrain a man 
from any kind of Blaſphemy or Vi1l- 
lany whatſoever. | 
But the thing I am ſpeaking to, will 
more fully appear, by conſideration of 
thoſe horrid Miſchiefs of all kinds, 
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that would moſt naturally follow fron 
the denial of this DoQrine. 

If there be no ſuch thing to be ex- 
peed as Happineſs or Miſery here- 
after, Why then the only buſineſs that 
men are to take care of, is their preſent 
well-being in this World 5; There be- 
ing nothing to be counted either good 
or bad, but in order to this. Thoſe 
things which we conceive to- be con- 
ducible to it, being the-only duties } 
andall other things that are croſs to it, 
being the only ſs. And therefore 
whatever a man's Appetite ſhall in- 
cline him to, he ought not to deny 
himſelf in it(be the thing what it will) 
ſo he can have it, or do it without 
probable danger. 

Suppoſe it be.matter of Gain or 
Profit he 1sdiſpoſed to, if he can cheat 
or ſteal ſecurely, this will be ſo far 
from being a faxlt, that it 1s plainly his 
duty, Becauſe it is a proper means to 
promote his chief End. 

And fo for other caſes of Anger, 
Hatred, Revenge, -&c. according to 
this Principle, a man muſt take the 
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firſt opportunity of ſatisfying theſe 
Paſhons, by doing any. kind of miſ- 
chief to the perſons he is offendedt 
with, whether by falſe Accuſations 
and Perjaty ; or (if need be) by poy- 
ſoning or ſtabbing of them ; provided 
he can do theſe things ſo; as to eſcape 
the ſuſpition of' others; and Human 
Penalty. . 

Now let any man judg, what Bears, 
and Wolves, and Devils, men would 
prove to one ahother, if every thing 
ſhould be not only lawful, but a duty, 
penny _ gratifie their ime 
petuous Luſts; if they might either 
perjure themſelves, or {tea}, or murder, 
as often as they could do it fafely, and 
get any advantage by it. 

But theſe things are ſo very-obvi- 
ous, and undeniable, that the moſt 
prophane Atheiſtical pertons do own 
the truth of them. And upon this, 
they are willing to acknowledg, That 
Religion and the belief of awother life,is 
a very politick invention, and needful 
for the. well-governing of the world, 
and for the keeping men in awe; __ 
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the doing any ſecret miſchiefs. Which 
(by the way) is a conceſſion of no 
ſmall advantage to the honour of Re- 
ligon, conſidering that it proceeds 
from the greateſt profeſſed Enemies to 
it. Whereby: they grant, that it is fit 
theſe things [Bold be true, 1f they are 
not ; or at leaſt, that it is fit that the 
generality of men ſhould believe them 
to betrne. And though they themſelves 
pretend to believe otherwiſe, yet are 
they not ſo far out of their wits, as 
to be willing that thoſe with whom 
they converſe, their Wives, and Chil- 
dren, and Servants, ſhould be of the 
ſameOpinion with them. Becauſe then 
they could have no reaſon to expe 
any ſafety amongſt them. What ſecu- 
rity conld any man have of his Eſtate, 
or Honour, or Life, if ſuch with whom 
he is moſt familiar and intimate, might 
"think themſelves at hberty to do all 
the ſecret miſchtefs to them, that they 
had opportunity to commit ? 

Bur there-1s one thing more, which 
thoſe, who profeſs to diſ-believe this 
Principle, ſhould do well to _—_— 
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ind that is this, That there is no imag- 
inable reaſon, why (amongſtthoſe that 
know -them) they ſhould pretend to 
any kind of Honeſty or Conſcience, be- 
cauſe they are wholly deſtitute of all 
ſuch motives as may be ſufficient to 
oblige them to any thing of this na- 
ture. But according to them, that 
which, is called Virtue and Religion, 
malt be one of the moſt filly and uſe- 
lels things in the world. 
. As for the Principle of Hooxr, 
which ſome, iniagine may ſupply the 
room of Conſcience, This relates only 
to external Reputation,and the eſteem 
which we have amongſt others 3 And 
therefore can be of no influence to 
ain. men from doing any- ſecret 
miſchief; ; 
From what hath been ſaid, it will 
follow, That thoſe who have any re- 
ard to their own ſafetics, ought to 
abandon all kind of ſociety with 
ſuch pernicious perſons, who accor- 
ding to their own Principles, mult 
take all opportunities of doing any 
miſchief to others, which they. axe 
G 2 able 
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able to effe&, with any advantage to 
themſelves. 
Now if this be ſo(asI have proved 

that the nature of man is ſo fram 
as not to be effeftually perſwaded and 
wrought upon; without the confider- 
ation of ſuch a future ſtate; IF jt be 
neceflary to put ineverlaſting motives, 
as the Sandions of that Law, by which 
the Human Nature is to be governed ; 
This muſt render it highly credible, 
that there is ſuch a ſtate. Becauſe it 
muſt needs be very unworthy of God, 
to conceive of Him, that he hathcon- 
trived the nature of one of his beſt 
and moſt noble Creatures, after ſuch a 
manner,asto make it incapable of bei 
governed without falſhood and deceir. 

3. The third and laſt Argument I. 
propoſed to ſpeak to, was fromthe 
__neceſlity of this Principle to the* vix- 
dication of Divine Providence. Nos» 
thing is more univerſally acknow- 
ledged, than that God is Good and 
Jaſt That well-doing ſhall be reward- 
ed, and evil Attions puniſhed by Him. 
And yet we ſce that his Diſpenfations 
in 
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in this life are many times promiſcuous 
and uncertain : ſo that 4 man cannot 
Jjndg. of love or hatred by all that 5s 

m. The worſt men are ſome- 
times in the beſt condition. 1f i» this 
life only we had hope, we ſhould be of all 
" wrenthe moſt miſerable,Gaith the Apoſtle, 
* ſpeaking concerning thoſe primitive 
timesof Perſecution, when the better 
any man was, the more he was expoſed 
to ſufferings. = 

Now the greater Uncertainty there 
1s as to the preſent Afﬀairs in this 
World, by ſomuch greateris the Cer- 
. Fainty of a future Tudement. 

What could be a greater diſparage- 
ment to Divine Providence, than to 
permit the Calamities and Sufferings 
which good men undergo in this 
world, many times upon the account 
of Religion, to pals wrrewarded ; and 
the many Miſchiefs and Prophana- 
tions, which wicked men take the 
advantage of committing, by their 
Greatnetzand Proſperity in thisworld, 


to go xnpuniſhed 2 
G 3 


What 
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What great glory would it be, to 
preſide over” this Material World, 
Stars and Meteors, . Sea and Land, 
Plants and Beaſts, to put theſe things 
mrto ſuch a'regular courſe, as may be 
ſuitable to their natures, 'and the. 
operatians for which:they are defign- 
ed; and in the mean:ſpace to have no 
pfoportionable regard, either for thoſe 
that reverence the Deity, or thoſe who 
contenu him 2 © aA, 

'Tis very well laid to this purpoſe 
by a late Author, That nhot'to con- 
du the courſe of Nature in a-due, 
manner, might, ſpeak ſome defect of, 
Wiſdom 19 God : but not to compen- 
{ate Virtue and Vice, belides the de- 
f-& of Wiſdom, in not adjuſting things 
ſuitably to their qualifications,” but 
crotly coupling Proſperity with Vice, 
and Miſery with -Virtue, would. ar- 
gue too great. a- defet of Goodneſs 
and Juſtice. And perhaps it would 
be lels expedient. (faith be) with E- 
piciiris,” to deny all. Providence, than 
fo aſcribe it to ſuch: defefts. It be- 
ing k(s- unworthy of the. Divine Na- 

Eno $+d;r tf? +I). Thin rure, 
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ture, to, neglect the Univerſe 

ther, thap to adminiſter re ge 
fairs with ſo much Injuſtice and Irre- 
gularity. 

And therefore tis neceſlary for the 
vindication of Divine Providence, 
that there ſhould be. a future ſtate and 
day. of - Account, : wherein every man 
ſhall be forced to A wag BS 
verily: there. is. 4 reward for _ 
—_ a tleſs there is f God t , "_ 
judgeth the eqrth. jp 

I crave kave for a word of Applix 
cation, and I have done. If thisbe 
lo, it will Concern, us .then' to en 
quire, 

I. Whether we doin good earneſt 
believe this ,: 'That [there ſhall be. a 
futyre ſtate of Reward and Puniſh- 
ment, according. as mens Lives. a" 
Attions have been in this world. 
not, why. da we profels opr ſelves to 
be Chriſtians 2. Why .do, we not res 
nqunce the Articles of -our Creed ? 
Nay, why. do we pretend to any Re- 
ligiqn 2: Nothing can. be more falſe 
and unworthy, than in a ſolemn and 
G 4 relt- 


C9g2] 
igious manner to own that'jn our. 
rofcfhion, which we do inwardly 
dizbelieye and deny. org 
2. Do we at any time ſeriouſly 
conſider this , and * reyolve upon it 
m our minds ?- Do we bethink our 
ſelves, what our condition is-like to 
be at that time, ' what preparations 
.. we have for it, what grounds we have 
.. for hope ?. There cannot poſſibly be 
any - greater ſtupidity, than for a man 
to be ſlight and careleſs in a buſineſs 
of 1p great moment. *Tis the want of 
believing and conſidering this, that 
Is the chief cauſe of all the viciouſneſs 
and diſorder in the world. < 
1 3. What impreſſion doth the belief 
and confideration of this make »por? 
our hearts and lives £ Doth'it ſtir up 


h us, vehement deſires, and ' carefwl- 
weſs of mind in preparing for that 
time ? IF amian were to be tried for 
life at the' next Aſſizes, How would 
his thoughts be taken up about his 
defence, ' whatanſwer he ſhould make, 
what the main Plea''is "which he 
ſhould infiſt'upon, by-what evidence 
n0orgredds - "o3 


% 
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it might be'ſtrengthned and cleared 
up ? He wool art ſoon forget to eat 

s$ meat,. or to go to bed, asto. let 
# bufineſs of this nature flip out of 
, his mind. 

There is nothing more hard to be 
reſtrained, than the Impetuous and 
wild Exorbitances of Youth 3; And 
yet ſuch = would not, durſt not 
indulge themſelves, according to the ' 
ways of their own hearts , and the 
ſight of their ezes; If they did reall 


believe and' conſider , that for FecleC.rx. 


* theſe things God would bring them tog, 
judgment. bi 
7 The bufineſs of Religion., muſt 
therefore be. above all other things 
of greateſt conſequence to us, be- 
cauſe *tis the only means to ſecure 
ns, as to our future conditions. The 
affairs of this life- are but of ſhort 
continuance, and- full of - uncertain- 
ty: And therefore 'tis not much ma» 
terial what a' man's condition may. 
be in that reſpeft. But there - is 
another ſtate 'and time which wall 
more nearly concern our care 5 m_ 
that 


 LUo9&h 
that - i5+ the. great' dey-'of [Acbgnnt, 
And till a-man hath-in ſome meafire 
provided far this, he cannot live com- 
fortably., 'or ſleep quietly, - or haye 
any ſolid peace in his mind ; but muſk 
upon every ſerious reflexioh be cpn- 
tinually: haynted with -frightful. ; ap- 
prehenſigns about his everlaſting cony 
dition; + x 21 2T.99 

_ *Tis ſcarce credible that any:man 
fhould :be ſo: fatrifh;, as:to- think; he 
ſhall eſcape dying : and when. we do 


+:2::,,7come to depart out. ofthis world;-It 


.o will ther} be .no'\advatatage-to us, Abat 
we have had Riches, or Honour, \qr 
Power. ' Theſe things will then yapiſh 
away, as''to our "Boſeſſees of then); 
and the Remembrance: of them may 
prove a.torment ta our-thoughts,: ra- - 
ther thaw: a comfort z: aſpecially 1f we 
have teaſon to. ſuſpet}.!; that theſe 
things were our . partien. in this life, 
and may: be: reckoned; upon as : owr 
good things: which '1we: bad : already. 
Certain! it:1s, that they-will rendgr 
our Accounts the more difficult :: Far 
to whoa much is given; of them 


much 
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much ſhall be required. We muſt be 
anſwerable not only for our doings, 
but for the fruit of our doings; All Jer.17-16: 
the fins, or evil conſequences which 
have been occaſioned by our Miſcar- 
riages, ſhall be ſet upon our ſcore. : 
' And if theſe things be fo. What» Pet: 3: 
manner of perſons ought we to be in""* = 
all holy converſation and godlineſs ; 
looking for, and haſtning-unto the com- 
ing of the day of God. If any thing _ __ 
can prevail with men to live ſoberly, T4 3%» 
righteouſly, and godly in this world, © 
It muſt be from the conlideration of 
that bleſſed hope and glorious appear- 
ing of the Great God, our Saviour 
Teſus Chriſt : To whom with the Fa- 
ther, &*c. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


T O THE 


READER. 


Mongft oÞ other: Dodrines, 

A this. of Providence (#hough 

# do properly belong yo Na- 

tural Theology, \yet) is of xs 

Lniverſfal croncernment both T Anowv- 

ledg and praftice, as any other: point 
#:- Chriſtian Divinity. 

The very Heathen have achnowledg- 
ed ; ot only 4 Univerſal Providence 
of God, which puts the general kinds 
of things into a regular way of work: 
'#g 5 But his. particular Providexce 
likewiſe, which. takes care of Tndivi- 
:dual Perſoxs and AFions. Why elſe 
ao uf Religions: oblige \\tuen' to' prey 


unto 


To the Reader. 
wnto Him, and to expe® His ſpecial 
x1 in every kind of want or ne- 

ty f . 


ut now, though this common 
Principle . be ſo univerſally acknow- 
ledged in the Notion of it, yet men 
are generally very negligent in the 
pradical application of it a pg” 
lar times and conditions 5, and ſo loſe 
that _— and ſatisfaition that may 
be reaped from it. 

It is the _—_— and buſineſs of \ 
this Diſcourſe, To convince and quic- 
hen men unto this duty, as being oy" 
mmch the ' more ſeaſonable theſe 
times, by how much the preſent trou- 
bles and confuſjons do. now call upon 
xs for its 

s cannot but occaſion ſome ſugge- 
ftions of Diffidence Yo w5F 5g 
conſider thoſe many ſtrange revoluti- 
ons and —_ in the world, which 
in outward appearance ſeem ſo full 6 
diſorder and Ly was! om ug pc} 
therefore it muſt needs be of ſpecial 
conſequence for a man to have bis 


heart ſtabliſhed in the _ 
an 


thd- belief of "this trith here infted 


by that unequal. diſpenſation which 
þ to be in theſe outward things , 


This hath (ometimes ſo amazed and 
perplexed the thoughts of. -conſtdering 
amen, that whilſt they looked barely 
upon events, they could not tell how 
to - extricate ' themſelves from theſe 
difficulties ; which occaſtoned - that 


ſpeech of Solomon 3 Surely oppreſſion Ch. 7.4.7; 


makes a wiſe man mad 3; that is, puts 
him to his wits end, trahſports hin 
with wild imaginations, whilſt he 
knows: not readily what t9 an'wty in 
defence of ſuch proceedings. 


H But 


Ecchk 8.7, 
"N 


Pro. : F-2, 


| TotheReadeir 


.. But:now, be that ſhall Jorioufly. ogn- 
ftder how every thing is gee, by 
an All-ſeeing Providence , which. is 
exattly careful, and infinitely wiſe, ſuch 
a'man will be eaſily. ſatisfied, that in 
all theſe obſcure adminiitrations (which 
Seem unto us ſo full of caſual , -negli- 
gent, promiſcuous Events) there is an 
admirable ( though unſearchable) con- 
trivance. 

As for the particular deſign whieh 
Providence may aim at in ſome: di- 
Hhenſtions , this doth not always fall 
under our reach. It is the glory of 
God to conceal a matter. Ard ma- 
ny of his works are ſo ordered, that 
howh a man labour to ſeek them out, 
yet he (hall not find them. Tea further, 
Though a wiſe man think to know 
them , ' yet ſhall he not be able to 
find them, And therefore, where 
we cannot xnderſtand his ways, it 
3s there our duty, with an humble 
reverence to believe and admire the wiſ- 
dom of them. 


How would this ( if rightly con- 
ſidered 


To' the Reader. 
ſidered > and ajplied ) . filence all thoſe 
unſeemly' mriermurings and complaints 
of men itt theſe times ? Remember, | 


there is nothing befalls us but what A&.438, 


the counſel of had before deter- 
mined to: be done. And he can order 
things for the beſt, as well when they 
croſs onr deſires,, #s when they comply 
with then. 


And therefore when you ſee the pc. q. x. 


violent perverting of judgment and 
juſtice in a Province, marvel not at 
the matter. That *, Be not tranſ- 
ported with wonder, or impatience , 
or wnbelief,, as if the Providence of 
God were regardleſs or negligent 
For he that is higher than the high- 
eſt regardeth. . Though they that have 
the higheſs power amongſt men may 
be ſo far. from remedying, that they 
ratber encourage ſuch diſorders ; yet 
God: bath a ftri# watchful eye up- 
on them. And though men may be 
apt to. ſecure themſelves in ſuch pro« 
ceedings ; by the greatneſs of their 
own ſtrength, as if there were no- 
thing above them 5 yet there are 

H 2 higher 


To the Reada? 


Chi, 3.57. higher than they. Ard there-is a time, 


when God will judg both the righ- 
 teous and the wicked. 

\ Let us be careful of our own duty, 
to ſerve Providence in the uſual means, 
land leave the diſpoſal of events to 
(him. It ſhould be 'every mans chief 


buſineſs to clear up the evidences of - 


his particular title and relation unto 
© this great Governour of the World 3 
and this will be the ſureſt means to ſet 
#4 above the fear or hurt of all outward 
changes. 

Ne ſee with what artifice and com- 
pliance men will inſinuate themelves 
into the affetFion of thoſe who ( at- 


tording to ſeveral revolutions ) are 


advanced into the places of power. Of 


how much greater advantage would it 
be, to get att intereſt in his favour 
who doth and ſhall always rule over 
the ſons of men, having all times at 
his diſpoſal , out of whoſe hands no 
ſtrength or policy ſhall ever be able 


to wreſt the ſway and dominion of 


things £ 
ht 


%'W 
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To' the Reader, 
It cannot but afford ſtrong. couſolas:; 
tion unto every. true Believer, to' confi: 
der, that he who hath the cbief influence: 
in all theſe great changes and variety 


of events in the World, is both hw ' 


God, and his Father. 

How did this quiet the heart of old 
Ek 2 . x Sam. 3. 18., It is the; Lord, 
let him 'do what ſeemeth him good, 
Aud David apon the. ſame confdera- 


tion profeſſeth, | was dumb, and opens» Pſa: 39.5. 


ed not my mouth, becaufe thou 
it. And. our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 


makes uſe of this argument, The Cup Joh. 18; 


that .my Father hath given me, ſhall = 
I -not- drink it ?. . Though the portion 
be bitter and diſpleaſmg, yet ſo long as 
it comes 'from a loving and careful Fas 
ther, we have no reaſon to fear any hurt 


mt. EE 

And on the other ſide, much of mens 
unquietneſs and dejeion, is occaſioned 
either by the want of this evidence, 
or by the negle& of applying it. When 
they . terminate their thoughts upon 


ſecondary. inſtruments, Fearing men 


that ſhall die, and the fons of men dMh.52;4 
H 3 that 13. 


& 


To the Reader? 
that ſhall be made as' grafs : forget- 
ting the Lord their Maker:, --who 
ſtretched forth the Heavens, and laid 
the. Foundations of the 'earth.. That | 
is. that which makes mer to fear conr- 
tinually, becauſe. of the fury of the 
oppreſlor. 

', How would it compoſe atl theſe fears 
, and diftempers, if mex would out It: | | 
bour after this aſſurance of their ine 

[ — x in God, with the ſame zeal and 
7#tention of mind wherewith they pro- 
ſecute their particular engagements and 

'\ animoſities againſt one another. 'He that 
| hath God for bis ftrength and refuge, 

'#s always ſure to be on the ſtrongeſt ſide, 
and need not fear the moſt tempeſtuous 
mutations. Though the-earth be re- 
moved, and the Mountainsſhould be 
carried into the midſt of the Sea : 
Though the waters thereof roar, and 
be troubled ; and the Mountains ſhake 
with the ſwelling thereof. | 

Thus amch I thought fit to» premiſe 
in the general , concerning -the nece 
fy and ſeaſcyableneſs of this  Sub- 
jet, | : 

Hh Ar 


To the Reader. 

As for the particular occaſyon of pub- 
Peak gs Diſcourſe, 1 From a5 
to ſay but this ; That being ſolicited for 
a Copy of it by divers perſons (and ſome 
of eminent quality) before whom it was 
occaſionally Preached ; I knew not any. 
more convenient way to fariefy their de- 
ſires, than by ſach a publick, communica- 
tion of it. 

I could ſpeak ſomething from my 
own experience concerning the efficacy 
of this Dodrine, againſt thoſe damps 
and dejetions of mind unto which. ſuch 
times as theſe will expoſe a man. {t is 
my hearty Prayer, that it may be uſeful 
to others alſo in this reſpet?. 


Farewel, 


*ECCLES. 111. 11. 


He hath made every thing 'beaxtifil 
' im'bis time 2 (alſo "Be bath fer the 
Gece in theit © heart,” jet''no-"man 

an - find out the work that "God 
| meh pow the beginning | io the 
en 


His Book contains Solomon s 
Experience in his ſearch for 
Conterittment 3 which _ 


not to be found amon 
any -of the Creatures, he adviſes 
never to, trouble our ſ{clyes in an 


eager 


OY 


"The Beauty 


eager proſecution aftcr them, but 
ro, enjoy" our? pplleſſions/ withe-p 
che&rful, liberal ind; without pep- 
plexing our ſelves in! ſuch cares and 
labours, as may defraud us of thoſe 
—_ comforts to be _—_ pr _ : 


He Vf pars Hef oO 


yer his Soul enjoy good in his labour, 
Ch.2.v.24, That.is one of the. Cox- 
cluſions which Solomon infers from 
his former diſcourſe, .ayd which he 
further 'amplifies and confirms im the 
following parts. of: his Sermon. - It 
peagb: \chief ſcope in this Baok, to 

men how to have themſelves 
with \cheerfalnch' and. contentment 
under all thaſe great revolutions;:and 
that variety of events which may; be- 
fall them in the world. 

This, Chapter cqntazns: g e 
concermng ; God's : gavernmenF} and 
diſpoſal. of times z and-is th&efore 
not | unfitly {tiled ,, the Cale or 
Ephemerides of ſcaſons : whence, the 
Wiſe-man with divers arguments ur- 
ge upon us what he had before com- 

mended 


P—_— _ —- 


of Pratjdence. 
mind, 

The [Text . is one of theſe argu- 
ments 3 God hath. made every. thing 
beautiful in his time : that is, there 
1s'a wiſe order and contrivance in all 
the works of providence : every par- 
ticular Event is. moſt ſeaſonable in 
that time which God appgints : and 
therefore we have no reaſqn to repine 
at;; our condition, as if matters did 


not:go well with us; for tis impoſ- © 


fible they ſhould have. been better 
than they are ; nou they do: crols 


Our priyate hopes and defies, yet God 
beſt underſtands the fitteſt order and 


ſeaſon for all things, making them 


beautiful in his time. 

Alſo he hath ſet the World in their 
heart : by [world] here is not meant 
this material world ; but ſecnlum, 
the ſucceſſion and courſe of things, 


as the original word ny does pro- qn1 * 
perly import. This God hath ſet in, ©P 


or * expounded unto mens hearts 5 
that 1s, he hath endowed us with an 


- ability to diſcern in ſome meaſure 


that 


i 
F 
1 
Þ 


Y > ky 3 . 
" 
» row 
- 
: 


ſuitable 


riginal. 


to the O.. 


that 'ſeaſonableneſs which he obſerves 
in the government of the World: '!*7 

Vet there is no man can find ont-the 
work: that God makes from the begin- 
ning tothe end : that 1s,. *tis aboye hu- 
mane ability tocomprehend the reaſon 
of all Divine proceedings; we cahnot 
find them fully out fromthe beginning 
to the end. 


This very Others © conceive- that- the words 


may be-more properly rendred thus: 
As long" 'as the World fhall laft;: Gad 
doth reveal unto mens hearts the work 
which he makes, ' from the beginning 
to the end,” excepting only ſome things 
unto which man carnot attain. As if 
he ſhould have faid, in all ages of the 
World there are-ſtill ſome paſlages of 
Providence , wherein -men -may be 
able to-diſcern a beauty and comeli- 
neſs, though there - are ſome other 
particulars which we cannot under- 
ſtand. The ſenſe of both Interpre- 


tations being for the ſubſtance much 


ahke. 

Fhat's-the -connexion and meaning 
of the whole verſe. The Text, ac- 
" | | cording 


_eotding/ to- its natural fultieG;] doth 
comprize. in it theſe three particu- 
lars. 3 


1. Every thing has its time. 
2. Every thing in its time 1s beaus 
tiful, | 

3- That is the proper ſcafon for all 
things which God appoints. 

1, Every thing has its time. To all 
things there is an appointed” ſeaſon , 
Ver. 1. Not only for ſuch natural 
events as bear in them a kind of ne- 
ceſlity, as a time to be born, and a 
time to. dye, Ver.'2. but alſo: for thoſe 
voluntary ations that ſeem | to be 
moſt alterable -and © contingent ; - A 
time to weep, and a time to laugh, 
Ver. 4. The wiſdom of Providerice 
in the government. of this Jower 
world, hath diſpoſed to every thing, 
Its particular ſeaſon. This. is. that 
we call the fulneſs of time, the ripe- 
zeſs of ſcaſon.; Prov.27.1, The Wiſe 
man ſays there; 'that the. day brings 
: forth [events, | Paritura eſt dies > ' al- 
luding to a teemigg-Mother, to whom 

there 
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there is a ſet date for her delivery. So 
doth Time travel with the decrees of 
Providence;and for each feveral action 
there is a pregnancy, a fulneſs of time. 

2, Every thing in its time is beau- 
tiful; even ſuch matters as in their . 
own natures are not without ſome 
deformity. A time to kill, Ver.3. A 
time to monrn, Ver. 4. A time of 
hate, a time of war, Ver. 8. The 
ſcorching of Summer, and the ex- 
tream cold of Winter, though both 
in themfelves alike diſtaſtfu], yet are 
comely in their ſeaſons 3 and thoſe 
times would not be-ſo beautiful with 
out them. Nor is it the natural 
goodneſs of any thing: that can make 
it comely out of its proper ſeaſon. 
| That which. Beaxty is- in. Bodies, and 
Harmony in Sounds, that is, Opports- 
ity in Time. Now as White: and 
Red, which are the uſual Materials 
of Beauty, as thoſe particular Notes 
of which Mufick doth.confiſt, may be 
ſo diſpoſed of, as to cauſe deforavity 
and diſcord: ſo ations, which in 
themſelves are good, may be" depra- 


ved 


of . Pravideutr. 
ved. by... their: Unſcafonablenchs../ 

-3+ That is the proper ſeaſon for 
all ; things .which God-appoints: Or 
thus: Every particular Event, is moſt 
beautiful in that time which the Pro- 
vidence of God - hath allotted to it. 
'Tis above the contrivance of Hu- 
man Policy. to bring matters about 
in-their fitteſt order. And therefore 
*twere: but folly to conclude, That 
things :do not fall out well, unleſs 
they anſwer our deſires: for God beſt 
underſtands the fitteſt ſeaſon for every 
purpoſe. And whatſoever, or when- 
ſoever he works, you may be ſure 
*tis both beautiful,, and in its time 3 
Even thoſe Events. which do moſt 
thwart our private Ends ({ could all 
circumſtances be duly conſidered) we 
ſhould find them to be performed in 
their moſt comely order, and beſt op- 
portunity. | 

As for. the two firſt Particulars, 
though they are implicd im the Text, 
yet are they molt expreſly handled 
in' the former verſes : And therefore 
E ſhall paſs-them- over without any 
uſ- 
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The Beauty © 
further enlargement , Fewonnn, Sr 


upon this latter, as being m 
aprecable to the main "Lope of the 
words. 

And *tis a SubjeCt that in many re* 
ſpedts will deſerve your more eſpe- 
cial attention 5 *cis not commonly 
treated of; And beſides, it may very 
much conduce to our contentment , 
to ſettle our hearts againſt all thoſe 
conditions- that may befal us in the 
World: Tis of very general uſe and 
concernment-, ſuitable to all times 
and occaſions : For times of ſuffer- 
ing, to make us patient and ſubniil- 
ſive : For times-of #zercy, to make 
us cheerful and thankful. In' brief, 
it extends to all perſons, relations, 


j buſineſſes, ſeaſons 3 nothing is more 


[generally uſeful than this, to have 
, our hearts fully perſwaded of that 
'wiſe order and contrivance which 
there is in the diſpoſal of every 
particular Event in the World. And 
*tis more eſpecially ſeaſonable for 
times of Trouble and Confuſion , 
when men are apt to miſtruſt the 

_ Govern- 


of Providence. 


Government of Providence, as if God 
did negle& the care of this lower 
world,-atd*leave all things to thezr 
own jarring principles. Then (! ſay) 
*tis more eſpecially ſeaſonable to vin- 


dicate the care and wiſdom of Provi-* 


dence; to ſhew thatevery thing which 


God doth, is beſt 3 and conſequently, 


that thoſe many diſtraftions and con- 
fuſions. under which we ſuffer, are far 
better than any other (though the 
moſt flouriſhing) condition could be. 
And that's the Subjet I am now to 
infiſt upon. The point 1s this : 


Every particular Event is moſt beats 
tiful in that time which the Providence 


of God hath allotted to it, 


A Truth; by -ſo tnuch the more 
ſeaſonable for thele times, by how 
much *tis now the more difficult to 
believe it. 

The Obſervation lies plainly both 
in'the ſcope of the place, and the moſt 
obvious ſenſe of the words. 
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Confir- The wage Hop is copi 


ous in other 

by Teſti proofs. to this -purpoſe. Demt. 32. 4. 
mony is work, is perfe®, and his ways 
Divine. aye judgment; a God of truth, and 
without iniquity, juſt and right. Not 
only his firſt work of Creation is 
exatly good and perfe&; but his 
ways of Providence alſo are diſpo- 
fed with Judgment and Righteouf- 

neſs. 

So Jer. $0 again, Iſa. 28. 29. The Lord o 
32.19, Hoſts is wonderful in counſel, an 
excellent in working ; that 1s, every 
event of Providence is managed and 
pre-ordained by an admirable Wiſdom, 
and therefore muſt needs be of excel- 

lent contrivance. | 
And again, Dar. 2. 20, 21. Wiſ- 
dom and might are his : he changeth 
the times and the ſeaſons ; he remo- 
veth Kings, and he ſeeteth up Kings : 
Job 36.5. Thoſe two Attributes of Strength 
and Wiſdom are for the moſt part 
put together in Scripture. God ne- 
ver ſhews' any Argument, of his 
Strength, but his Wiſdom is engaged 
in it alſo. Thoſe great — 

an 
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of Providente. 
and, ſubverſions which happen in:inhe 
world, : do not more demonſtrate the 
greatneſs of his . Power in the doing 
of them, than the- greatneſs of his 
* diſpoling of them for the 


And again, Pjal. 104. 24; O Lord, 
how tnarifold are thy works '* In wif 
dom hiſt thou made then all : the earth. 
is full of: thy riches. Which is as well 
true of the worksof Providence, as of 
the works of Creaticr. 

But this Truth is more diredly 
intimdted by that Viſion of Ezekzel 
In the firſt Chapter of his Prophecy, 


wherein he. doth expreſs how. ..all | 


Events. an the, world are wiſely diſ- 
poled of by the care and govern- 
ment. of Provifience:.,. Ihe ſcope of 
that Vifion was, to confirm the faith 
of the Prophet inthe certainty of 
thoſe things which he was to foretel ; 
becauſe God himſelf, by whom he was 
in(pired; had ſuch. a ſpeeial ,intiyence 
in the orderly managing of. all infe- 
nour Events. | PE? * 


oy Though 


15 


8 1-8 T be Bemny 
"Though matters might ſeem #9 raw 
upon wheels (as we fay) to follow 
their own courſes, without any ſpecial 
guidance 5 to' go at random'z” yet 
theſe wheels have eyes in them; Ver. 18. 
2 Chron, that is, there is the eye of Providence, 
6.9. Which directs them in their 'Trevolu- 
Prov. 15s thorns. And then beſides, thefe wheels 
ver. 10. are hkewiſe governed by the four living 
Creatures ;” that: is, -by the Angels of 
God, :who are fitted for all their ſer- 
vices, with four 'remarkable Endow- 
ments. _ | 
1. With Wiſdom and Prudence, 
typified in that Viſion, by the face of 
* man.” Ke | 
'2, Courage and Reſolution,#he face 
of '4 Eo. : / | 
-- 3. Sedulity and Diligence, the face 
of an Ox. (of 
* -- 4 Swiftnefſs and Diſpatch, the face 
of an Bagle. 
In all *which, the Prophet doth at 
_ large explain unto us, with what des 
Hberate care and fore-caſt the Provi- 
dence of God doth diſpoſe of all theſe 
inferior Events. | 
L T his 
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of Providence. - TV17 

This ..T ruth. may yet: be- further yumane 
evideneed, from the very Light | of Teltimo- 
Nature, and the Teſtimony- of the 9 
Heathen. 'Hence was it that the An-,, 
cients did ſct forth their -gods with ' 
Harps in their hands, to thew the | 
harmony they obſerved in the Go-- 
vernment of the World. And. Midas ;z,cou; 
was condemned to - wear Aflcs ears,:Sap. Ver. 
| beeaulehe preferred Par's Pipe be fore 
Apollo's Lute 5 Humane Policy. before- 
Divine Providence. 

Nay, the Devil bimſclf doth acs 
knowledg the wiſdom and ſeafon- || 
ableneſs of Divine, proceedings, and; | 
therefore would fan. have ſhcltred 
him(dlf gnder this, pretence : Matt. 

8. 29. Att thon come. to torment us 
before our time ?  Implying, that it 
. would not become the God of. Order 
to do any. thing #rtzmely. And doubt- 
lefs.that muſt needs be an evident and 

a great Truth which. is confelled by 

the mouth of ſo great a Lyar. 


For. the further confirmation "of 
this, let us a little conſider ſome of 
I 3 thoſe 
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The-Beany 
thoſe rugged paſſages of Providence 
which  feem to be performed with 


the * greateft negligence and © defor- 
mity. | 


Look upon the Hiſtory of Joſeph : 
He was (you know) one of the pro- 
mifed Seed, concething whom God 
had foretold a ſuperiority and do- 
minion over the reſt of his Family, 
Now,” that after this, he ſhonld' be 
expoſed to the Treachery of his ma- 
lictous Brethren ; that befides © his 
nearneſs to {laughter from their. hands, 
hefhould be fold intoa far Countrey, 
whence' there was no hopes ever to 
hear of him agair': That ere he 
ſhould be ſb endangered by the rage of 
a luſtfill woman, and fuffer ſo tedious 
and unjuſt impriſonment 5 all this 
might ſeem to be an overſight and neg- 
lect of Providence, as if it bg or 

otten the promotion which Foe 
Tris defigned to. And yet do kph 
fle& upon the latter. part of the ſto- 
ry, and you ſball find, how all theſe 
misfortunes did mightily conduce , 
not 


not only to his advancement, but all 
to the ſafety and preſervation of that” 
whole Family, which was then the 

Viſible Church. So that if each of , 


his Brethren had given him as much | 


money as they ſold him for, it had 
not been ſo great a kindneſs as he 


received from their intended Cru» + 


elty. | 

It is an elegant gloſs of St. (Fre- 
gory upon .this Story, Divine ju- 
dicio quod declinare canati ſunt, re- 
nitendo ſervieruut : Ideo venditus by 
2 fratribui Joſeph ne adoraretur , ſed 
ideo eft adoratus, quia venditus. It 
was (o. ordered by Providence, that 
- what they ſought to decline, they did 
promote, even by their ſtriving a- 
gainſ} it 3 Joſeph was therefore ſold 

y his Brethren, that he might not 
be worſhiped, and” yet he was there- 
fore worſhiped; becauſe he was ſold. 
Sic divinum conſulium dum deviatur, 
impletur ; Sic humana ſapientia dum 
reluGatur, comprehenditur. Even 
ſo the Divine . Councel 1s accom- 
pliſhed in being oppoſed 3 fo Hu- 
| | 
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The: Beany\.. 
mane - Policy is defeated: by the-means 
of promoting it. Se EY: 
us alſo is it. in the Hiſtory of 
David : He 'was (you: know.) de- 
ſigned to a. Kingdom 3 but how ma- 
ny ſtraits was he, put to before he 
attained it? Being forced into the. 
Wilderneſs like a, wandring Out lay, . 
and' followed there by a company of 
diſcontented. perſons, who. was as 
ready ( perhaps ) upon every triyial 
occaſion to revolt from him, | as be- 


fore from Saul. _ But , above all the 


reſt,” his laſt diſtreſs was -one- of 
the 'moſt defperate, when he was 
ſpoiled at Zzglag, not only of his 
goods, but his Wives and Children 
too, - when his own Souldiers in their 
mutiny and diſcontent were ready 
to ſtone him;z there being then but 
little' hopes to ſave his life, much 
lefs to get a Kingdom.. © And yet this 
diſtreſs alſo was, in the Event of it, 
contrived to his advantage. For ha- 
ving afterwards purſued” the Amale- 
&ites, he nat only recovered his own, 


but got alſo ſuch abundance of other 


_ foils 


FS 
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ſpoils from ther, as ſeryed him: for 
rich Preſents, whereby he might re- 
new and confirm the friend(ſlip of his 
wellwiſhers in Iſrael ;, that after the 
death of Saul (which preſently fol- 
lowed) he might by thejr. free votes 
be choſe to ſucceed him; 1 Sam. 30, 
oo | OR SOPrwe 
. + You may.obſerye likewiſe ſome- 
What to this purpoſe in the ory of 
Jonah, when; he was ſent to- 
veh about ſo weighty a matter as 
the ſafety of that great .and popu» 
lous City, .and that too when. their 
deſtruction was, within ken; but for- 
ty . days off; that he- ſhould now 
make delays and fly to Tarſhiſþ that 
upon ſuch a ſtrait he ſhould run him- 
felf into hazards, might ſeem to ar- 
gue ſome careleſneſs and .,negle& in 
the Government of Providence. And 
yet this error of his was ſo wiſely 
managed in the Event, that it pro- 
yved+a great advantage to the main 
End of his buſineſs. For *tis a pro- 
bable opinion, That theſe Mariners 
Who caſt Jonah into the Sea, were a 
gg | ſpecial 


T1ne- Fondh, 
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ſpecial occaſjon that his digg < 
was ſo ſuccesful afterwards; the Nj- 
nevites., being by them informed , 
That this was that Prophet for whom 
they had. lately ſuffered fo violent a 
Tempeſt; how the wind ceaſed, and 
all was calm again, when they had 
once. calt him into . the Sea, from 
whence it was not. poſſible he ſhould 
be delivered, but by a Miracle. . And 


''* therefore they concluded, That this 


muſt ngeds' be ſome. man extraordi- 
narily inſpired from above ; and that 
his Preaching was not idle Threats, 
but ſach as might juſtly fright them 
- Into that rigorous Faſt which after- 
wards we read of, both for Man and 
Beaſt, It being the wiſdom of Pra- 
vidence fo to contrive it; that this of- 
fence of Joxab ſhould mightily advan- 
tage that End which it did ſeem moſt 
direQly to oppoſe, | 
So likewiſe for that diſſention be- 


Barnabas. twixt Paul and Barnabas, AQ. 1 


it might ſeem the. moſt unſeabotthc 
breach that could poſſibly be imagi- 
ned ; when the Church of the Chriſti- 
ans 
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ans was now in its beginning and: ins 
fancy, that then the rwo chief Mem- 
\ bers- of (it ſhould fall at. variance 
amongſt themfclves, was ſuch an ut» 
timely difſention , that an Enemy 
could not wiſly them worſe. . .No- 
thing could more thwart the. promul- 
gation 'of the G of Peace, than 
the” contentions of ''thofe that preach 
it. If that State which | is 'already 
eftabliſhed into 4 Kizgdom, divided Mat. 12; 
againſt it ſelf, cannot ſtand, much lels 35: 
could thoſe fmall beginnings think to 
encreaſe into/ a Church by diviſions. 

And yet this likewiſe was ſo diſpo- 
ſed of in the event;that it did mightily 
conduce to the propagation of the 
Gofpel thorow the whole world ;- for 
by this means thoſe two parted aſunder, 
the- one into Cyprw, the other into 
Syria and Cilicia, and like two mighty V+ 39 
ſtreams ſpread themſelves ſeveral ways, *"* * 
that fo' they might the better water 
the barren and thirſty corners of the 
world. <7 

Thus have you ſeen the Beauty of 
Providence in ſome rugged p_ 
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of: it. ':*Tis fo mn every other particu- 
lar, though feeming unto us neyer fo 
deformed. But man cannot find out 
the work of God from the" beginning to- 
the end | 


- For .the, farther evidencing of this 
truth, there are two- grounds. upon 
which-'tis bottomed, that being right- 
ly underſtood-and nds , will 
make the. point very. clear. 


: 4:1 God is exaQtly. careful of every 


thing, -. | 

2. He is infinitely wiſe, - for the 
diſpoſal of all 'to the belt. 
--- 1, God doth overlook all things by 
an:efpecial' Providence. Eph. 1.11, 
He worketh all things after the coun: 
ſel of his own will. . There is ng eyent 
1n'theWorld butit is ordered both ac- 
cording to God's -will,and by his. coun- 


ſel: Pal. 135.6.  Whatſoever .the 


Lord pleaſed, that did he both in Hea- 
wen ,” dnd in Earth, and in the Sea, 
and in all deep places. Not,only.. in 
the Heaver, where his glory 1s more 
eſpecially conſpicuous ; but . un + the 
Earth too, where matters ſeem 0B 
| ul 


of Providence. 
full of confuſion't/ and in the Sex; \and 
in all deep places, where we cannot ſo 
muchas take notice'of them. : There 
is-nothing ſo great, but is under hs 
Power; nothing ſo little, but is within - 
his Care. Thoſe ations and eventsthat 
ſeem unto us moſt free, caſual, in- 
conſiderable, are all of them ordered 
by his Providence. 

I. That which is woſt free;thehearts 
and - affe&tions -of men do follow the 
guidance of his Decrees 3 Men may do 
after their own counſels and inclinatt- 
ons, ' but - they are {tit ſuitable to his 
Providence; there is nothing-more 1n 5 
out command than our thoughts -and ' 
words; and yet both the preparation of 
the heatt,-and the anſwer of the: tongue, 
3s from the Lord, Prov. 16. 1. + 

-2. That which ſeems moſt "caſual - 
The diſpoſing the Lot is from him, 
Prov. :16. 33. He'who is accidentally 
{ſhinby another, is ſaid, to be delivered 
into” his hands by God, Exod: 21. 13. 
That caſual Arrow ſhot at random, 
was dire&ed by: Providence to fulfil 
the prediction7of / Abab's' Death; 
1 King. 
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1: King. 22. 34 There is no-liberty 
for Canſes tp operate in a looſe and 
ſtragling . way $-;but--in matters of 
cateſt uncertainty, there is a preor- 
ined courſe of  Etfedts, 
3. The leaſt ,_ moſt inconſiderable 
things, are not negleted by Provi- 

* Like dence. It was a * prophane ſpeech 

that of of the Aramites, That God was the 

, thePoet, (Fodl of the Mountains, not of the 
pon e27 ren Villezs, 1 King. 20, 23. Whereas he 

bus adeſſe regards the loweſt, the leaſt thing, as 

Foviia well as the greateſt, The young L5- 

ons, Pal. 104. 21. The Ravens. Plal. 

147.9. are provided for by him: - He 

feeds the Fowls of the air, adorns the 

Lilkes, and clothes the Graſs of the 

. Field, which to day. is, and_ $0 mor- 

row 7s caſt into the Oven. Sparrows 

(youknow) are but cheap Birds 3, Are 

rot two of them ſold for a far- 

thing £ Mat. 10. 29. And yet not one 

of. theſe do fall to the gronnd with- 

ont your Father. | He muſt give the 

Fowler leave to kill them; nay, when 

they are upon the Wing in their 4re- 

quent. and often irepeated motions 5 


yet 
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yet then it .is He that mul} appoint 
them the time and -place wow and 
where they ſhall ſettles and ja this 


' ſenſe alſo,nwet one. of them doth fall t0 


the. ground without pour Father. The 
hairs of your .head are yet. lefs 
obſervable, contemptible even. to a 
Proverb , Pil: non facio, 'Ne pils 
quidem melexs. And yet theſe, with 
God, are inter auaerata, amongſt 
thoſe things whereof he takes an exa 
ACCOUNt. 

That place. 1 Cor. 9. 9g. Doth God 
takg care for Oxen ? Doth not ſimply 
exempt ſuch things from | the Law 
of - his providence-z but 'tis Args- 
mentum 8 minori; and doth imply his 
more eſpecial care of that higher rank 
of creatures to whom theſe are ſabor- 
dinate, The plain meaning of it is, 
that if God hath by a particular Law 
provided, that the Ox ſhould not be 
marled that treads ont the corn 4 he 
will be much more careful of the La- 
bourers in his Harveſt. yy 

'Tis recorded to the glory of ſome 
ancient Generals, that they were able 
to 
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to call.every common Souldjer by his 
own name 5 and careful to-provide 
not only Pay for their Captains, but 
Litter alſo for the meaneſt Beaſt that 
did ſerve 'the Camp. Now you know 
there -1s. not any. Creature but is -a 
Souldier to. the Lord. of Hoſts. He 
doth ſometimes. muſter up an Army 
of Lice and Flies ; and therefore *tis 
but reafon-that his Providence fhorwtd 
take care for ſuch things alſo: why 
ſhould it not be as great an argument 
of his power to preſerve and- order 
theſe leſſer Creatures, as it was at firft 
to make them? The Creation of a 
glorious Angel did not coſt him more 
than that of a deſpicable Fly. Was 
it not He that out of the ſame .pri- 
mitive nothing - put that difference 
which there is among(t feveral 'na- 
tures ?- And if the Painter in the ſame 
Piece draw a filken and a wollen 
garment, why ſhould he value the 
one above-the other, fince it was the * 
fame Art that did both make 'and 
diſtinguiſh them 2 | | 


2. As 
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-\ 3. A$his” Provi2leiee doth extend Res 


to all rhings; ſo likewwife does his Wiſe 
tom. 'As he 'is exaQtly Xarefu), ſo is 
he infinitely wiſe -;**and therefore a$ 
able 'for the contrivarice*of every the 
the leaſt particulat thing; as he would 
be if he had nothing bytthat tolook 
after. -If 'the Providence of -God 
had but ve projeZ on foot, wetould 
fily' cbneeive how he tnigtit be able 
to arive .that through all the wind- 
ings and circumſtintes of it, with care 
and- wiſdom; Nay ; we would ttuſt 
any: wiſe-man with the minagingof''s 
ple” bufneſs, wheni he' Had nothing 
elſe to- diſttaft his endeavours 5 But 
for. all thoſe multitude of affairs 
amongſt» Men- and 'Anpds ; nay, for 
the very” cirounſtaices. ant” flier 
of. all / thoſe ſeveral-aQtions and nio- 
tions which are performed in'every 
moment 6f tinie through the whole 
World +; we cannot conceive but that 
i ſuch'a'tumult of buſineſs the eye 
-of Providence riay- be ſometimes 
overſeen. -'But this atiſcs from bur 
miſtake bf the Divine Nature 3 we 
| K meaſure 
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.; mealure God. by\our own: findte. abj- 
btjea 5, whezeas-;we- ſhould: conſider; 
that that: which js i»finite, icannor. be 
confined. by Time:, or Number, of 
Place-z bur is-as: well able-at all tunes 
to look'to all.things,' in/all places, as 
if there were only one bafinefs to be 
cared far. .., You may ſee ſome imper- 
fect-reſemblance-of this. amongſt the 
Creatures. Do but conſider the: Str, 
how.,that. at-theſame time, without 
labour or .confuſian, it--employed 
imm.diyers ſerviges for all the Creatyres 
- under Heaven. 3,- - the diſknRions ;of 
Seaſons, the: growth' of ſeveral Plagts, 
its! various, jaflaencei upen:;Mmerals, 
the: cheriſhing of. living;; Criatures, 
with, ſundry..othet ſuch: vatiety::of 

employments, which. we are-not able 
ſo much as to take notice of; : Qt ele, 

do.but mark. the-nature. of the Soul, 

which at the ſame time perhaps: doth 
contemplate Heaven, dire. the body 
18 its ſundry motions, diftribate the 
food in a wiſe proportionto the ſe- 
veral parts, not negleQing ſo much as 
the leaſt hair about it, but ſupplying 
that 


that outs noutiſhment. And 
all this. t"does' without” wearinefs" or 
diftratioh.'' And''if a" Creature can! 
do thos;” tmach rhbre then 'the Crea- 
tor, who gives to eyery thing its pro- 
pet. abifiry, and doth v form all things 
by a taore immediate affiftance than 
the* Soil Tt Tetf,”  $o that thongh we 
ſuppoſe i»firite. occaſions, (which mt 
Rb anding Ctearirtes are not ca 
ble of) yet Be Providence ard 
domof Goa is infirtte allg; and Nike 
s the ſatxe' proportion of infiniteto 
Tink, a8 Of, one to one. © 
Now' pit both' theft” Reaſons to- 
gre = the Ptovidence* of 'God 
&xa9 ty careful of every the 
feaft oF if he'be thus infrnitely 
ſe Yor THe GHpolat of at tothe beſts 
00 qooebres hen, tholtgh Butt 


bn the Weld, be both Hoes and'i itt 
its time, * 

ts this Further clearing of thi Vindies 
Fruth,' there ate two Doxbts or We out 
= t6 be reſdlved, that ſcent (0 p-age and Ob: 
3 Ga 
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i meaſure God.by.\our own, y ua ebj- 
htjez 5, whexeas- we: ſhould:; conſider; 
that that: which 11s. infinite, ! [cannot be 
confined. by Time:, or Number, of 
Place-z but 1s-as well able-at; all tunes 
to look to all. things, in/all places, as 

if there were only one bafinel4 to be 
cared far. .. You may ſee ſome imper- 
fe reſemblance -of this, amongſt the 
Creatures. Do but conſider the St, 
how.;that- at-the.ſame time, without 
labour or .confuſiqn;: it;-1s-employed 
idivers ſerviges for all the Creatyres 
- under Heaven z;-the diſkinRions, of 
Sealons, the growth' of ſeveral 'Plants, 
Its: Various. Influence! upon: Minerals 


ETD) which We are-not able 
ſo much as to take notice of,': Qr cle, 
do. but mark. the-nature. of the Sort, 
which at the ſame time perhaps: doth 
£omtemplate Heaven, dired the body 
18 its ſundry motions, diftribate the 
food in a wiſe proportionto the ſe- 
veral parts, not negleQing ſo much as 
the leaſt hair about it, but ſupplying 
that 


that eh uit noutiſhment. And 
all this. t"dars without” wearines or 
diftrattion.'” And' if a" Greature''tan' 
do thus; fiddh-more then 'the Crea- 
tor, who gives to eyery thing its pro- 
pet-abifity, and doth adthite all things 
by a taore immediine affiftance than 
= Sotll Tt Tet.” F> that thongh we 
fuppoſe infinite. occaſions, (which not- 
ftanding Creatures are not capa» 
ble of) yet Be Providence ard Wife 
domof Fa: is influtte alſg; and there 
is the ſabe proportion! of infiniteto 
infinite, as of, one' to one. ' 
Now piit both theft Reaſons to- 
agrie IF the Ptovidence* of 'God 
ly careful of _ the 
featt wot 7 7 he'be thus 7nfrritely 
wiſe Rp es of tor the beſts 
00 wonder then, tholtgh Event 
hr the Wert, be both AEss and i Its 
its time, ©. 
'" For 'the Further clearing, of this Viedics 


Fruth,' there are two Doxbts or Bue- 300 
7ies t6 be reſolved, that ſeen hat Dy 


poſe it, 
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:.1: What's: ;the reaſon why this 
Beanty of Providence doth-not: appear 
to us; but that many things ſeem fo 
full. of diſorder and confuſion in the 
World ?_ "th | 
. 2. How may. this confiſt with. the 
the permiſſion of ſinful ations, which 
can neither be. beautiful nor ſeaſona- 
ble £ | 

I begin with the firſt, to ſhew the 
reaſon why.1n. ſo many things we can- 
not diſcern this Beanty of Providence. 

The verſe of the Text tells us, That 
man cannot find out the work of God 
from the. beginning to the end + That 
1s,  'tis above humane capacity. to 
comprehend the reaſon of all Divine 

roceedings:; .. we. cannot. find them 

Fully Nt m, the, beginning to the ' 
end.:And {o, Fob 9.10. He doth. great 
things paſt. frrding. out, Lo,- he goeth 
by me, and I ſee him not : He paſſeth 


<1Lniy 0 Alſo, but- I perceive him not. And 


again, Chap., 23. 8, 9. Brhold, 1 go 


'vU forward , but be is of, there ; and 


lat # Ying! 
oe $44 


on the left hattd where he doth work, 


backward, but I cannot perceive him : 


but 
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but I cannot behold” hine's he hideth 
himfelf on the right hand; that I' cans 
ot ſee him. The meaning is, that”. 


where-ever Fob turned his eyes, there 
were (till ſome paſſages of Pravidence 
which he pad not apprehend the 
meaning -of. God hath nts _ 
as a" tar prerogative-to himſelf 
It is ny "A wy eo the times with 
the ſeaſons which the Father hath put in 
his own power, AQts..I. 7. 
{TP miy be a two-fold reaſon of 
ms: 7? 
I. -The- obſcurity of the things 
themſelves. | There are _— of 
wiſdom, Col. 2.3. not only for their 
precioufne ſs, but for their privateneſs 
too 5 hidden wiſdom + 2 Cor. 1. 7. 


ſerrets of wiſdom + and theſe are double 


to that which 3s '( as Zophar ſpeaks), 
Job I1.'6. * That is,- thoſe concealed 

rovidences which we do not diſcern 
the reaſon of, are .of ' much greater 
proportion than thoſe rhat appear. 
We read in that fore-cited place, Ezek, 
1."16;" of a wheel within a wheel, 
fignifying thoſe: involations and 'in- 

? K 3 tricacies 
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_ * tticacies which there are jin the ways. 


of Providence...And the P(almift Kell 
us, that  His--way is in the. Sea, and 
bis paths in the great Waters : and 
hjs fpot-ſteps are not RHOWh. Plal. 77. 


19. 

As it is in the works "of Naware, 
where there are many.common things 
of excellent. beauty, which for their 
Ktthneſs do not fall under our ſenſe : 
they that have experimented the uſe 
of Microſcopes, can tell, how. ip the 
parts of the molt minute ' creatures 
there may -be diſcerned fach-gildings 
and embrojderies, and ſuch-curious 

axivty as another would ſcarce 'be- 
= Why, 'tis {o in the works of 
Providence ;. there'are very many paſ- 
es 'of frequent daily occurrence, 
Whoſe Excellent- contrivance. doth 
hot fall under our ſenfe of abſerya- 
jon. We 0," 
\ '2- Our own ignorance and ſhort- 
hredneſs 3 and that in 3 two-fold 


felpect ; 
13. 'We gannot ſegthatend and drif 
hich Providence * aims at in mdny 


Vy ;4 i br 6 5 Is , par: 
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particatars 5 and therefore no won- 
der though they ſeem tinto us rade 
and uncomely. We meaſure things 
by this falſe balance of Opinion, which 
weighs Gnly 'their o»tſides, and doth 
not look upon their ends and relati- 
#5. Now the beauty'of things doth 
conliſt much tn their tendency and re- 
ference: to their proper ends. If an 
pfiorant man that knows not the ret- 

of 'a- Wind-Milt or Water-Mit, 
(hould-look-upon them only as places 
of habitation, he canriot think them 
well fituated, where they are ſo much 
expoſed/to'the violence of winds and 
waves 3 Whereas he'that underſtands 
how.the wifdom of the Artificer hath 
conttived thoſe motions unto ſeful 
eds, maſt needs confeſs a beauty and 
comelmeſs in the work. 'Tis fo like- 
wile-/ in the events- of /providence, 
which none can rightly apprehend, 
but he* that underifands the ſpecial 


*drift and purpoſes which they are de- 
bpned to. - | | 

© 2, Wecannot ſee the whole frame of 

things, how ſundry particular Events, 
aatne- _” 


in 


*136 
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in a- mutual, relation, do concur to 
wake up. the beauty of the whole. 
He that can diſcern only two or three 
wheels in a Clock, how they move 
ne againſt another, would preſently 
think, that there 'were  contrariety 
and confuſion in-the work. - Whereas 
be that beholds the whole: frame, and 
diſcerns how all thoſe divers motions 
do jointly conduce to the ſame end, 
cannot chuſe but acknowledg a wiſe 

order in the contrivance of, it. So 
likewis 1 1s it in the frame of. timex.z 
where he alone is fit to judg of par- 
ticulars, who underſtands how they 
refer to the general, But now we are 
but of yeſterday, and know nothing, he- 
cauſe. our days upon - earth are-as @ 

adow, ( Girh Bildad ) by 8. 9. We 

ook upon:things according to a ſhort 
ſecceſſic oz, and ſo are any: able; to dif- 
cern- that beauty which there is in 
;; their references to other matters afar 


The Per. 38.0f: But now, to God, a thouſand years 


is but as one day. He beholds all things, 
whether paſt. of to came, ig the ſame 
et There is no, fucee{ſzor 10 E- 
tetnity, 


of - Provident gUidence. 


ternity ,--but ' all things within-: the 
reach of time are preſent unto that. 
Though inthe revolution of a'Wheel, 
there be a mutual ſucceſſion betwixt 
the parts contained 7p it ; yet an eye 
that | is placed: without, can at-,the 
{ame time diſcern the whole motion, 
Thus alſo is it in the revolution of 
'Time, where, thoughthersbea mu-. 
tual ſucceſion' betwixt thoſe. things 
that. are contained wyder time z yet 
.God,;- who is: withoxt and above it, 
doth at the ſame view, behold all to- 
gether. So that *tis no wonder , 
though many things ſeem beautiful 
to him, which to us who are 'fo ſhort- 
lighted, may appear harſh and defor- 


2. The ſecond £@nere. was this, If 
there be ſych an over-ruling Provi- | 
dence which doth diſpoſe of all to 
the beſt How comes it to paſs that 
there are ſo many finful ations in the 
World 2 

To. this. F anſwer. two things : 

I. When men thwart Gods will of |) 

| Procept » they ferve his will of Pro- 


TIAence. | 


'vidente.' Thoſe Litribale 1x" 
Gain ,> Hanour, Pleaſure, Revergte; 
which' ſway mens defires' atid' 
are 'wiſely* contrived to'the prot 
ting - of - Gods Decrets- and Glory, 
Wherv: Auguſtus made thegeneral Tax 
upon 'the World , "His [Me wa''to 
enrich himſelf, andi fil - his Coffty : 
But God' uſed it as b frieans' to" Flfil 
the 'Prophecy of- Chriſt's birth it 
Bethlehere. Reboboang, and Fehr, and 
Cyrus, had all their ſeveral: airs 41 
thoſe works whereinthey were ſubſer- 
yient'to providenee.-- And they dd 
ſtil! aocompliſh his: cotinſet it-proſe- 
cuting their own -defipns- - '* -'! 

2: That which -in eſpe® of airs 
execution * wicked aud ariel : 
in reſpef of Gud's appoimtmerit is 
beziitiful and comely. © There could 
not be any more horrid at, than+he 
betraying and Crucifying of -ovr bleſ- 
ſed Saviour 3 and yet eyen m this (as 
it was decreed by the determvinate 
counſel and forerkrowledg of © God, 
Aﬀts 2:23.) © there was the reateſt 
Miradke of-Divine Wiſdom-that/ever 
Was 


4 
. 


was extended to the Creature : ſuch 
depths of Policy, which all the ſub- 
tilty of Men. or Angels -was not 
able. to contrive,. no nor to ,/aſpetF, 
awwrdzaG cole, as the Apoltle calls 
it, Eph. 3. 10.. Imterchangeable wiſdom 
of curious variety, as the word fignifies. 
Now. if God could: thus manage the 
worſt ation of man to the beſt advan- 
tage of man, well may we conclude, 
That every event of Proyidence is 
Beautiful in its time. 


T have now done with the Expli- 4picai 


cation and Confirmation of the Text. 
In the Application it may be uſeful 
tor theſe leſſons : 

...4.: For Information, and that in. a 


twofold reſpett : 


I. It may teach ys our duty, to take | 
notice of, and 'obſerve the works of por lnfor- 
Providence. mation. 


' 2, It maydire{t us what to judg of 
the affairs of theſe times under which 
ye axe fallen. 
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notice of them. Pſal, 111. 2. The 
works of the Lord are great, ſought 
out of all thentthat have pleaſure there-" 
in, * And again, Ver. 4 He hath 
ſo done his marvellous works,” that 
they ought to be had in remembrance. 
Now ':a man cannot: be ſaid to ſeek 
out, or to remember that which the 
doth not carefully obferve. *Tis the 
chief ſcope of that Pſalm to excite | 
men unto this duty, And David 
makey it a note of Piety for men to 
delight themſelves in the contempla- 
tion. of God's Works, to remember 
Ia. 65. 4. Him in his ways, as the Prophet 
» Iſtiah ſpeaks. Fhis Aſaph and by 
experience to be a ſpecial Antidote 
apainſt all difidence and carnal fears; 
in the 77 Pſalm, when he was fur- 
priſe with thoſe ſal thoughts,” W# 
the Lord caſt us off for ever? And 
will he be no more entreated 8 Hath 
God forgotten to - be. graciows 2 8c. 
He preſently applies himſelf - to this 
remedy, Ver. 11.12. '1 will remember 
the works f the Lord; ſurely Þ will 
remember thy wonders of old : -I'will 
2643s ey 
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mediate alſo of thy works, end tak of 
thy doings. 

If - a man. were but well read. in 
the ſtory and Nawong aſlages of his 
life, he might be able make nKey- 
perimental Divinity of his. own. He 
that is obſervant of Gods, ormer 


There are very many d it de- 
wh upon 2 .right unde 2k of 
times. A man knows not, } w to, 
order his ſexvicesof | prayer, a aiſe 
without ſome obſervation and: Ai 
theſe. It wag,a great, com: 
which was js .to the Ihe 
&, that tþ ad under FT A 
tbe times ; 21 what . 1ſrael. onghe 
to do.,. 1 Chron., 12.32. and the, ,1g+ 
norance of, ef the. Wiſe-man,com- 


* = - _ - _ 


rn of, as being a. very. great, evil, 


:12. . For man_knoweth. not 
bis 4. Z.; bat: as, fiſhes are. taken 74 
an evil net, and as birds- i are caught 
in the ſnare t ſo are the ſons of men 


ſnared 


I4t 

£ , 
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ſnaret In an evil time,when it fall; hid 
denly upon them. | 
Now: this obſervance ' of Gi 
works and: di rays wig is' a » 
always fſeaſonable, but. more c 
alfy in; ſuch times as thee. A comm- 
monly obſerved, that though ſmooth 
and. peaceable rinies ate beſt for the 
Livet;"the man that-lives in them 5 
yet times that are fall of Gunge 6 
viciflityde, are beſt for' the rev. 
the. Hiftortan that” writes of them : 
{v though quiet ſeaſons may 
with our defires and outward 6 
tions y&t* theſe —_ et 
titnes, fomercten be the beſt ? itiproved: by 
6h; and do-moſt ſet forth tie 
keroy of: Province," 's ©" 
*The® Common Providence of Ood- 
in the*v3tious ſ{eaſ6tiyang. order *of 
Nature, tray afford excellent matter 
for -eohtt lation 3 thach tore = 
ſpecial Providence 5e" His in the'; 
—_— of tumane affairs, which = 
always d With vatio 
wiſdom. N fe 


% \ . 


But 


of \Rrdidehi2. 
But :eſpeciall}oin: Kis bfations 
towards. 777 fin as roo 
there) have | to ode boron 
endErgehocs; as our AKhers 
bay&hot!iknmownd DO 1 7 50s 2 ani? 
-o How many. e! obſitmable” paſ! 
ſages may : a>confidering ' man - 
eutaniongſt;the-alfairs oftitheſs few 
laſt: years 2: -Hoxp; ſtrangely "Hacly ehe 
whoje'-bourſtys o$0! things! both 
Eluirchand Lrate;1been turned aboar, 
beyofid ail \mens/)iinaginatians® How 
hath?Gotl in-every-reſpet; uid on 
all: fides; -puſted: the» wiſdom df-the 


re mans + cnfbebledube ſtrengrh-of the 
migþyyy abatiigcthe! glory of all tai 
hana power; himſelf opabove 


others,: in: thoſe thiops wherein they 
dealv.moſt proudly; cffedting: great 
mattexs' by defpited m— What 

ebbs amd-fiows of hope thave 
weknown 2.::When: nien have been 
moſt full-oF confidence, - then ſome 
unexpected accident: hath 3 ntefvened, 
and:;difappointed rall :/'ſbi that the 
wiſeſt' men" have been'' often (put to 
ſtand at a gaze, not knowing what to 


judg 
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jadg bf. the iſſue wg And 
(though we have-not had' leiſure ro 
obſerve it," yet) there has been ſome- 
thing equivalent-to. this in otheriNa- 
tions 3 the whole Chriſtian world bes 
ing-gehtrally full of ſtrange Commo- 
tions. ;/Now ' we. may. >certainly con- 
clude, : That all. theſe ' unuſual» turns 
and changes of things,-4re not for niv- 
thing. --Fhere. is: ſome great deſign-to 
beactotupliſhed by themy” *"tisourduty 
with dzlzgence to obſervethe:paſlages, 
and:/with-patiezce to attend the ifſue. 
' 2. This-may dire&.us what to judg 
of. the preſent times under which we 
are fallen. If it be fo-that every pars 
ticularEvent is ſo exatifly regular and 
beantiful; ' hence: then we may infer; 
how. all that confiifion and diſoider 
which ſeem to be it the affairs'-of 
theſe times is not fomuch in thethings 
them(clves, as in our thiſtake of :chen. 
The Roxgheſt ſeaſons (though they 
may. be unſuitable.[to..our deſires) 
yet baye in then a proper comeline(s; 
'2s well as times of the greateſt \ſeres 
with. L: 
True 


q 


- True indeed; the Scripture doth 


ſomerimes mention evil \'days 3 but Eph.s:16; 


this is not ſo to be underſtood, as if 
Time in it ſelf could be evil, either 
naturally, for ſo God pronounceth 
it good 3 or morally, becauſe 'tis not 
ſubjeted to any Moral Rule; but 
only” accidentally, in reſpet of our 
miſtake and abuſe of its when either 
we judg of it according to our own 
wiſhes, or miſpend it according to our 


own lxſts, *Tis only unwile, _— = 3. 


men, that make unhappy times. 


As in the works of Creation, no- 
thing is. properly -deformed , but 
every thing hath: a peculiar beauty, 
according to that rank and ſtation 
wherein 'tis placed : though 10 vul- 
gar ſpeech we uſe to call a Toad and 
a Serpent ugly ; yet that 1s only in 
reference to common eſteem : where- 
as in reſpect of the Univerſe they | 
are as regular and comely parts as | 
any of the reſt; their outward ſhapes + 
being ſuitable to their inward forms, 
and thoſe purpoſes for which they 

L 


ar: 


Eccl.5.3. 


Chap.4.1. 


Eccl.1 0.7 


ob 9.5,6. 
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are intended. So it is likewiſe in the 
wajs-of Providence ; thoſe deſigns 
that in reſpeC&t of our. apprehenſtons 
are carried on by a cryptical invol- 
ved method, are yet in themſelves of 
as excellent contrivance, as any of 
thoſe that ſeem to be of more facil 
and perſpicuous order. 

If a man in theſe times ſhall with 
31s reaſon conſult only the outward . 


face of things, they muſt needs ſeem 


full of irregularities and diſorder 3 
when the ſpirits of men in the pro- 
ſecution of the ſame ends, and the 
pretence of publick welfare, ſhall be 
imbittered againſt one another, even 
to prblick ritin ; when there 1s a vio- 
lent percerting of judgment and juſtice 
in a Nation, and 0: the ſide of the op- 
preſſor is might : but the oppreſſed have 
none to cemfort them. 

Wher' there 1s a total ſubverſion of 
thoſe degrees in which the order and 
harmony of things doth conſiſt, Ser- 
wants beirg on korſes, and Princes walk- 
ing as ſervarts on the earths Whet 
the mountains .are removed, and pil- 
lars 
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of the earth tremble. When Re- 
; ig > Laws (which are the four- 


on of a People ) are out of vhs, irs. 


conrſe. 
| And. yet even in all this;' there 
may be a deſign of Providence for 
our good. This is certain, All God's 
Promiſes to his Church are infallib] 
true, and all his difpenſations cehouph 
never [ſo croſs in- outward , appea- 
rance) have a tendency towards the 
fulfilling of thoſe Promiſes. And why 
{hoyld not a man reſt himſelf in this 

belief? 
In our natural enquiries after the 
cient cauſe of things, when 'our 
Reaſon is at a ſtand, we are fain 
ſometimes to ſit down, and fatisfie 
our ſelves in the notion of . occalt 
ore : and therefore much more 
ould we be content to be. 1pgnorant 
in the firal cauſe of things, which 
1lye more deep and obſcure than the 

other. - 
Let no raan then otefurne to cen- 
ſure the ſeveral viciſfitudes and chan- 
Ss of things, as. if they were-unſea; 
L 2 ſonable 


, = _ , . _- > LY + .*: a X . * : P 
- "XY _ '% F « C __ ». "I 5 p $ . ” > dd 
: 4 y. y _ : "S. . 4 c - 
. __ 
_— yl % " 
I 48 1-0: DAME): 


Rom, 8, 
28, 35- 


ſonable and ill contrived. Remember 
we are but {hort-lighted, and cannot 
diſcern the various-:references and 
dependences amongſt the great af- 
fairs. in - the-Warld, . and. therefore 
may be eaſily. miſtaken in our opi- 
nion of them. .. We do in this. world 
(Oo the moſt pars.) ſee only the dark 

de of Providence. At the laſt and 


| great day of manifeſtation, when the 
whole plot of Divine Love ſhall be 


(laid. open, then we ſhall be able to 
'diſcern the Beauty of Providence in 


all the rugged paſſages of it z how 


tribulation, diſtreſs, perſecution, fa- 


mine, nakedneſs, peril, and the ſword, 


" do all work for the beſt to thoſe that 


love God. | 

Judg nothing therefore before its 
time, 1 Cor. 4. 5. Conſider, we: can- 
:0t ſee the works of God from the 
beginning to the end. And you know 
there is a vaſt diſlerence betwixt the 
beginning and the end . of a building. 
It may be our lots perhaps. in theſe 
times to ſee only the beginning of 
the Fabrick; when the old frame is 


des 


of: Providence. 
demoliſhed, the rubbiſh lies ſcattered 
about, the new "materials being ga- 
thered-into heaps. -Poſterity perhaps 
may- fee the ed of it, when all theſe 
confuſed preparations ſhall -be made 
up into a. beautiful {trafture. 

2, This may ſerve for reproof of vſe 3. 
two ſorts of perſons. nodkof 

- ©. prook, 

I. Thoſe that do'not obſerve or 

regard the works of the Lord. ':* ©: 

2. Thoſe that murmur and repine 
at them, 

I. 'This may reprove thoſe that do 
not obſerve or regard the works of 
the Lord; *Tis a great argument of 
infidelity and irreligion, when -men 
let many remarkable Providences paſs 
by them without notice or obſerva- 
tion : or when they look upon them 
only in alight and ſuperficial manrer, 
like thoſe whom the Prophet 1ſazab 16,4: 20. 
complains of, Seeing many things, but 
obſerving not. 

This {in of Inadvertency of God's 
various Providences, hath been often- 
times ſeverely threatned and puniſhed 
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$4 in-$cripture, 1/a, 5. 12. Becauſe they, 


regard not the work, of the Lord, not. 
conſider; the  operatian- of | bis: hands 3 
therefore is my people goneinto captivity: 
And again, Fer. 12. 11. Tbe.whole 
land is made defoldte, becanſe no man 
"hezeth it to heart: | * 
->-+., The heavieſt . Judgments that «can 
|þefal a Nation , are Captivity and 
De ſolution, And' yet they are both 
detiounced againſt-this. ſtupidity and 
exreleſneſs of Spirit. And yau may 
Fuels at the heinouſneſs of the fin, by 
tlic greatneſs of the puorſhmeiit. + | 


Tis a fin, that. is after-a more 
eſpecial * manner” apptopriated'- 'to 
wicked men. Pſzl.10.4,5. The wickgd 
through the pride of his countenance, 
will rot ſeek af; er God : God is wot 
7 all his' thoughts. Thy judgments 
are far above, owt of his Gels. Things 
that he neyer. enquires after, or re- 
gards, as if he were not at all con- 
&rn'd in them. &ue ſupra nos ni- 
#il- 44 r0s.: He looks no- further 
than fecond Cauſes, unto which he 
7 © I. G . aſcribes 


of Providence. 

aſcribes the ſucceſs or miſcarriage of 
Events 3, and doth not take notice of 
that Divine Providence, by whoſe 
influence they are guided.' You ſee 
this is made the note of wicked men. 
And therefore, as we would avoid 
that cexſxre, (o ſtill it concerns us to 
avoid the ſi. | 

2. This may ſerve for the reproof 
of thoſe that murmur and repine 
at the works of Providence, that 
take upon them the Magiſterial judg» 
ment of events; as if they cla 
tell how to frame things much bet- 
ter, and to contrive the i{{ue of things 


to greater advantage. How ordina-. 


ry 1s it for men to diſcourſe thus con- 
cerning the great changes of theſe 
times? As if the unſcarchable. ways 
of God were to be jndged before 
the Tribunal of Humane Reaſon : 
Who art thou, O man, that diſputeſt 
with God (faith the Apoltlce) 2 How 
deſpicable, in compariſon to His In- 
finite Majeſty and Wiſdom ? If there 
be a Commonwealth amongſt Ants 
and .Bees ( as ſome Naturaliſts fay 
L 4 there 


F FI : - os. 


152 The Beauty 
there is), 'twould make a man file 
to think; that they ſhould take up- 
on them the cenſure of State: rhat- 
ters amongſt us, men : and yet here - 
the diſproportion is finite z whereas 
betwixt God and man tis infinite : 

Ifa 55-8.9-As the Heavens are, higher than the 
Earth, ſo are my thoughts higher than 
your thoughts, and my ways than your 
Ways. 

He that will take upon him to 
mend the contrivance of things, let 
him remember (ſays one of the Sto- 
icks,) that the firſt thing he is to do, 

Fpiferus. 1s to mend God, to teach him wiſdom 3 
| and care. And if he ſhall think him- 
ſelf unfit for that, let him not pre- 
ſume upon this. For confider, is not 
the Providence- of God exadly care- 
ful of every _ Is not he znfi- 
nitely wiſe, to diſpoſe of all to the 
beſt 2 Are not all things ſubſervient 
to' his Will 2 Why certainly then, 
(however matters may appear to us) 
yer nothing could have been better 
then it is, every thing ſhall prove 
tar the beſt, in reſpect of Hrs w_ 
an 


| of Providence. 


and (if we belong to Him) in reſpett 


of our good too. 

'Tis-an obſervable check which 
Solomon gives to ſuch preſumptuous 
perſons as are apt to repine at, and 
cenſure the courſe of things, Ecel. 7. 
IO. Say not thou, What is the cauſe 
why the former days were better' than 
theſe ? For thou doit not enquire wiſely 


concerning this. It ſhould ſeem, that 


thoſe- flouriſhing -days of Solozwor, 
ſo very eminent for all kind of plen- 


ty and peace (Sikzer being in Jern- » Kings 
{elem as ſtones, and Cedars as the Sy- ws 


camore in the vale for abundance )were 
not yet without ſome moroſe repining 
ſpirits, who were ſtill maligning the 
preſent'condition of things;and there- 


fore no wonder if we find the' like 
humour among men 1n other times. 


This the Wife man doth here re- 
prove, both by,a Prohibition and a 
Reaſon. 


1. A Prohibition, Say not #thon, 
What is ' the cauſe why the former 
| days 
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days were better then theſe? Thitt is, 
Be not tranſported: with that com- 
mon' humour of 'cenfuring and 'con- 
demningthe ſtate of times, and com 
mending the times paſt. z as if the 
courſe of Events were not managed 
by the iſame 'wiſe Providence now, 
which. governed the world before. 
He doth not forbid men to enquire 
after the cauſe of publick ſufferings 2 - 
For this is frequently enjoined. 19 
Scripture, that upon the occaſion. of 
any ſpecial judgment , we ſhould 
fearch and try ovr hearts, confider 
our ways, and our doings, labouring 
to find out the cauſe of Gods dif- 
pleaſure, that we may. accordingly 
meet him in his ways. But the mean- 
4g is, ' that we ſhould/not take upon 
.. us the; peremptory cenſure of times 
and diſpenſations, preſuming to con- 
demg-thoſe things - which we cannot 
underſtand. 

' 2. The Reaſon. For thou doſt not 
enquire wiſely concerning this thing, 
That's a figurative exprefſion, ſtiled 
a Mzjoſis, when a phraſe ſignifies 
; | much 


mach more Fg the naked words do 
1mport.: The-meaning is, *tis extreme 
fally for. men. to mh upon, 4 ——— the 
cenſure,.of Times'and Providences, 
asf they were competent Judges of 
fach matters. re 
Thezre are two places of Scripture 
that will make up aSyllogiſm to prove 
ws Concl 


{ WHOR, \ 
ee judgeth. of a matter before 
be hath enquired into, and underſtands 
i, it is folly, and ſhame unto him, Prov. 
18.. 13. But now,: It doth xot belong 
wnto.usto know-the times and the. ſeaſons 
bigh the Father hath kept 1 his. power, 
5 rh And, therefore 1t mult needs 
be folly to take upan.us the Magiſte- 
rial wo als; $0 
-.; Every day, hath its 
well the former as thels 
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1 When th 1 ſonic 
riculay's Fes cg iCderation 


Hin endor general frame. 
Now ris. true indeed, that ſome par- 
ticulat' 7 whroteg ſngly looked upon, 
may ſcem very oc oe but the 
whole contexture of affairs in -their 
co-operation, (hall -prove for the belt. 
All things ſhall work together qungy#t; 
for good to thoſe end love God,” Rom, 
8: 28. 

" But« now 'tis PEAY our capacity 
to comprehend the” whole frame-of 
things: And that' is not diſorder it 
reſpe&t of the whole which 'to us-may 
appear ſo, being compared with'ſome 
particulars. You know, that i the 
natural body. the variety and diſfimi- 
litnde'of parts, is' required to the 
beauty of the whole 3 the roundneſs 
of the head, the len Hh. of the 'arm, 
the Aatneſs of the*hand 3 blackneſs 
in one part,and whitenef in another; 
all theſe being ſingly ' compared: a- 
monglt themſelves, - _ they may 
ſeem to argue ſome oppolition and de- 
formity, yet look _ them as Soy 

nd - 


Ctand in relatign'td the whole frame, 
and it will a - bow in their ſe- 
veral ways they. .dor each of them 
conduce to its eqmelineG:and order. 
If this lower Would-had 18 it nochan- 
| and varieties, bet were in all re- 
Feds alike, K,would-not then be ſo 
properly ziou@r, a beautiful World, as 
x4», a Lump or: Maſs. 

2. Another occaſion of mens offend- 
ny in this kind; is, when they will 
of Events according as they ſuit 

with their own wiſhes. Andn this 
caſe, 'tis impoſſible ;that every hu- 
mor {hould be ſatisfied, becauſe par- 
ticular deſires (belides th.ir oppoſt- 
- tion to one another) will likewiſe be 
inconſiſtent- with the general deſign. 
It would ſeem better perhaps to every 
prvery man ,. if he, himſelf were a 
Magiſtrate, or a"King 3 and every 
common Soldier a Commander, or a 
General. But how could this conſiſt 
witly the exigencies of the Common- 
yealth,or an Army,where there muft 
be;degrees, and diſproportion of pla- 
ces, according to the neceſlity of fe- 
veral 
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veral employmentsÞ'Tis ſo in the g6- 
vernment of this great Univerſe : bh 
difference which'there is betwixt 'par- 
ticular things,'and'times, and perfor 
doth much conduce'ts the beauty an 
conveniency of the whole. 

'Tis our ſafeſt wapthen toconclude! 
that all matters are for the beſt, prog 
tiful in their times, though'to usth 
= ſeem full of. diſorder and contra- 
 riety. . Thus the Apoſtle in that reniar- 
kable place, Rom.1 1:33, ſpeakingcon- 
cerning the rejection of the Jews,when 
God would caſt off and deſtroy his 
peculiar people, and that for his own 

lory and advantage 3 he coneludes, 
Wh judgments are unſearchable, md his 
ways paſt finding out :' But of him, all 
to hizs are all things : as if he ſhould 
have ſaid, God will do this ſtrange 
work ; and though for = partI know 
not the reaſon bf it; 'His judgments 
are nnſearchable, &c. yet ſure T amttat 
of him and to him are all things; that is, 
as the making of all things was of his 
zower, ſo the reſolution of all* things 
uld be to his glory: "Rt 
Though 
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Though his judgments are as the 
preat deep, for their obſcurity and un- 
meaſurableneſs, not 'to be fathomed 
by.our ſhallow apprehenſions; yet his 
| "reibftonſneſs is as the firong monntains, 
for their eminency and ſtablenels ; 
Pſal. 36. 6. Though clouds and dark- 
neſs may be ronnd about him, yet righ- 
feonſneſs and judgment are the habita- 
Hon of his throne, Pal. 97. 2. 

3. This may ferve for Exhorta-wfſe 3. 
tion, to perſwade us unto theſe four For = 
; duties. | ——_ 

1. Not to be too haſty inourdelire 
or proſecution of any thing. 
2. Nor to trouble our ſelves with 
any ſolicitous care about the ſucceſs 
of things. 
3. To be equally prepared for all 
future Events. 
4: To behave our ſelves with ge 
AanFulnes and contentment in all condi- +4+-7+--i/ 
10Ns. 
1. Hence we learn, Not to be foo 
haſty in our deſire or proſecution of 
any thing. God beſt knows the fit- 
teft ſeaſon for every Event 3 we fhalf 
have 
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particular, yet would be a 
in the courſe of Nature. 


Tranſla- phet ſtiles of 4 haſty heart, 


to ſow and.reap both in a 


time for every thing which 


.'T be Beanty 
have- it when its time is come 3 and 
before that, 'twould not be beautiful:- 

Prov. 25. Like ſnow in Harveſt (as the Wile 
13- man ſpeaks) which though it might 
poſſibly be ſome refreſhment tone //: 


deformity 


There are ſome men whom the Pro- 
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ted Fea [[4, 25. 4. Who are too heady. and 
* __ impatient intheir ho And it isa 
weakneſs that ariſes from our infide- 

lity and diſtruft-of Providence. For 

ke that believeth, maketh no haſte, Iſa. 

28. 16. 'Tis God's uſual courſe to - 
defer what he promilſes,thereby to ex- 
erciſe our faith, to put an ed 
deſires, and a value upon the 
Innatural affairs, we are fain to expect 

the proper ſeaſon arid maturity of . 
things 3 the Husbandman will wait 

for his Harveſt 3; he doth not expeCt * , 


Hy our 


leſfing. 


day. It 


ſhould be ſolikewile in other matters. 
And. fince that is always the fitteſt 


God ap- 


points, it will become us then pa- 


tiently 


of Providence. 
tiently to wait his leiſure, and riot 
with over-haſty deſires to run before 
him. "15 oh 

Abraham was fain to tatry a long 
time for a Son; David for a Kingdom, 
and the whole World for Chriſt. He 
that rightly underſtands the worth of 
any bleſſing, and his own want, can- 
not think much to wait for-it. "The 
poor man, at the Pool of Betheſda, 
being ſenſible of his own lameneſs, 
was content totarry therethirty eight 
years in hopes of a remedy. Suppoſe 
a Promiſe were deferred to the ut- 
moſt, yet do but compare the ſhort- 
neſs of our lives with the dufation of 
our ſouls, and then no delay can ſeem 
tedious. Negz enim eft aliquid in 


tam brevibus vite metis ita ſerum, guetius 
quod longum expetare immortalis pu- ConfolL,& 


tet animus. 'A man conſcious to him- 
{elf of his own immortality, cannot 
think any. time long which is con- 
fined within the narrow bounds of 
life. | 
"Is there then any mercy which 
thou -expeRteſt ? Do not over-raſhly 
M haſten 
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haſten it with any indire@ proje&,. as 
if thou wert able to help the Proyj- 
dence of God with wiles and devices - 


\ of thineown. Though it be long in 


coming, yet it will come at laſt ; it 
cannot be more ſlow than fure. When 
Tſaac was laid o_ the Altar, and 
bound for a Sacrifice, and his Father's 
hand lift up for the fatal blow, 'yet 
then there came a reſcue from Hea- 
ven, which would not have been ſo 
beautiful, if by any unlawfulact it had 
been haſtened before that time, either 
by Abrahams ſparing his Son, or Iſaac's 
reſiſting his Father. , 

Toſeph did undergo a tedious im- , 
priſonment in the Land of Egypt 3 
tis likely, being the Key-keeper, he 
might have taken his own time, and 


' have ſcaped when he would 3 but 


then he had loſt his preferment ; where- 
as by tarrying God's leiſure, he was 
delivered with advantage. Though 
David had been a long while anonint- 
ed toa Kingdom, yet becauſe he did 
not-uſe any haſty means for the en- 
joying of it, therefore did Providence 
clear 


of . Providence. 
clear the Paſſage for him,and proſper- 
ed it to him afterwards. He might 
have killed Sax! in the Cave, and Ab- 
zer too, when he found them (leeping; 
but then he had 'been over-haſty 3 
'twere better they ſhould fall by their 
Enemies. The Lord fball ſmrite thene 
when their day ſhall come to ae, 
1.Sam.26.10. And before that,'twould 
be but raſhneſs to attempt it. And 
ſo likewiſe when he ſtopt himſelf in 
his haſte after Nabal's life, you know 
within a while after God took him a- 
way by his own immediate hand, and 
gave both his Wife and Eſtate to Da- 
vid. 

An over-forwardneſs in the haſten- 
19g of our hopes, 1s the ready way to 
imbitter them unto us. You know 
how much trouble and contention 
there grew from that haſty at of S4- 
rab, when in her miſtruſt of the Pro- 
miſe, and fear of being childleſs, 
ſhe muſt needs give Hagar to Abra- 
hams. 

So likewiſe for Facob's too much 
haſte in getting the bleſſing by a 


M2 Wrong 


afterwards many dangers, 
| tedious exile. Whereas if he 


. 


wrong means, you know it coſt him 


and a 
had tar- 


ried longer, God would have brought 


' it about for him by a more caſte and 


| beautiful way. 


Gods time is the beſt ; and he ne- 
ver fails his own ſeaſon : I the Lord 
will haſten it in its time," I{a. 60. 22. 
For us to meaſure the fitneſs of ſeaſons 


by our own weak apprchenſions, is 
not this to ſet the Sun by our Dial? 
c 3 


we are too (hort-ſight 


apt tO an- 
tedate the Promiſes. The Lord will 
ariſe, and have mercy upon Sion, when 
the time to favour her, yea, when the ſet- 


time is come. Plal. 102.13. 


2. Hence we learn, Not to trouble 
our ſclves with any folicitous care 
about the ſucceſsof things. To ſerve 
Providence in the uſual wears, that 
Is our work ; but the iſe and event 


of things, that's God's work, 


wehave 


nothing to do in it. That which is 
not under - our power, ſhould not be 
under our care. If there be 
- Yer. 5; at ourdiſpoſal, but that all E 


nothing 
vents do 


depend 


of Providence. 
depend upon an higher Providence, 
'twere but a-vain thing to buffe-oar 
ſelves with hopes and fears about 
them" ' Much | of 'the difquietneſs 
a men in the World, ari({cs from 
hence,that they bufic themſelves about 
God's work, and neglett their own. 


Is there then aner7/thou feareſt why, _ 


'tisnot- In the/pawerof any creature 
to-hurt thee. Though men ſbould uſe 
plots” and © threats againſt thee, 'yet 
they can do nothing. Theyſate toge- 
ther, and counſelled againſt * David, 
deviſing totake away his life,” P/al. 
3T.13- But what was his comfort? 
Why, faith he, Ver.15. My timezare' in 
thy hands, O”Lord.* He knew that 
no ill ſucceſs towards him was in the 
power of others. 

Or is there an evil thou fee/- 
eſt'2why, 'it comes from the hand of 
God: Be not' then impatient at the 
Inſtrument. ?Tis but a childiſh cur- 
riſh'thing'to beat the rod,or bite the 
ſtone that hurt thee. David could 
yonery undergo the railing of 
'Shimez, when once he had diſcer- 
M 3 ned 
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ned in it the Providence of God, 

Or-is.there 4 good thou hopeſt for # 
why, it is not within the reach of thy 
abilities. - And therefore *twere but. 1n : 
vain to think thou couldft command 
it by thine own endeavours. We would 
count it a- mad thing for one that 1s 
naturally low, to. bukte hiniſclt 11 the 
ſtudy and labour. of growing. tall, 
becauſe; this is not-alrerable by. any 
thing in. our power 5 ſince 10 man can 
add. one cubit to bis ſtature. Why, 
tis ſo:in other things: hkewiſe 3 God 
doth.as well ſet bounds to: our eſtates, 
as to'Our ſtatures z and of our ſelves 
we can -as little ;add one perny.'to 
that, as one cbit to this; * And.there- 
fore, neyer let any one think that he 
can raiſe himſelf as he pleaſes, -and 
be the Maſter of his own Fortunes. 
Though he were furniſhed with the 
greateſt helps atd --probabilities- of 
advancement 3 yet #be battel is - not 
always to the ſtrong-, nor the race #0 
the ſwift 5 neither bread to the wiſe, 
wor yet riches to men of underſtan- 
ding, nor yet favour to men of ues 
at 
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but time and chante happen to thene all. 
That is, there is a ſecret Providence; | 
which doth fo unavoidably diſpoſe of 

theſe lower Events, that the likelieſt' + |, 


Shi + | 


means we can-ufe, cannot promiſe us ** * *' 


any certain fucceſs. - | 
They that with a compaſs-wiſdotii 
will delay Events, that with forecaſts 
and proviſions will bind-Providence'5 
for the moſt gat, are not only difap- 
pointed in what they hoped for, but 
do meet with a curſe inſtead: of it. 
See that place, Iſa. 5o. 11. Behold 
* all ye that kindle a fire, ' thalllhempaſ7 
your ſelves about with ſpar in 
the light of your fire, and in thEJparks 
that you have' kindled; this fhall_ you 
have of my hands, you ſhall ye down 
in ferrow. | 
3. Hence we learn to be equally 
prepared for all future Events, not 
wiſhing for one-more than another. 
Whatever- comes to pals ſhall be 
beautiful, and therefore ſhould be 
welcome. -ANV things that befajl us, 
fhall lead" us on to the ſame Jour- 
ney's end, Happineſs, And there» 
M 4 fore 


The Beauty \ 


' fore we ſhould not in our expettati- 
on of future matters, engage our 
- ſelves in the deſire of any particular 
fuccels z but with a Traveler's in- 


Pit > + differency ( as EpiGetus ſpeaks: 1n 


_ who when he comes. to 
doubtful turnings , doth - nat deſire 
one. way ſhould be true more than 
another.  . So; ſhould we entertain 
every thing, that we meet with: 10 
our pallage through this life z eſpe- 
cially ſince we are ſure' that there i 1s 
nane of them but (if we belong to 
God | further us in that which 
1s ON buſineſs, our Journey to 
Ha 

And therefore to be very ſolicitous 
about any particular ſuccels, what is 
it but to limit and confine the power 
of God? Nay, to prefer our own pa» 
licy before the wiſdomof Providencey 
as if we alone were able to diſcern 
what "would be the beſt ifſue of 
things 3 Mark how the ſame Heathen 
heſpeaks ſuch a perſon ; Thou fool- 
iſh man (faith he) doſt thay not de- 
fire "that which will be moſt conye; 
nent 


of Providence. 169 

nient - for thee-? And cah' there be. 
any thing better than what God ap- 
points 273-7) Joop im? 00} Sraghhper The 
watrhy', Taggyus_ Thy ebay. Wherefore 
by ſuch immoderate and eager de- 
fires, thou doſt *as much as in thee 
lies to corrupt thy Judg, and ſeduce 
thy Counſellor: + ©. © - 
--Fhe Stoigke have. many or ame: 
| $ tQ--INIs-purptle : Nu 
med pevitentie Mbit ( faith Se- De benef. 
meca) quia nihil melins illo tempore lid. 4. 34- 
fieri potuit quam quod faium eſt. A 
wiſo man 1s never troubled..at any 
ctols Event 3 he knows nothing could 
have been better than it, 18... ; Ozzina 
ills ſuccedunt 5 nihil preter ; opiniqnem 
accidit. All things are ſucceſsful to 
him, he is:difappointed-in- nathing, 
becauſe indifferent to every thing. 
Whilſt others'are toſſed up and down 
betwixt hapes and fears, his mind is 
eſtabliſhed. | 

Now if meer Reaſon could ad- 
vance Heather men to ſuch' reſoluti- 
ons, much more then ſhould a Chri- 
ftien's Faith-in the Providence of 
0; God, 


Objca. 


Sol. 


\ "for 
ſong ? 


. * : , A 
bs, | 
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God, with 'thofe many- Promiſes: 
wherein he hath an intereſt,” raiſe his 
mind to this Heroick temper, ati 
make him-bend hmifelf- with- a fab» 
miſtive compliance unto” every ' cons 
dition. 


Obje&t. But what this; "iy Hos is 
war (nay, ſhould he not ) 'be' very 


earneſt in his defires and prayers, 


ome ' particular deliverance or bleſ- 


I anfwer, Yes. But in all temporal 
matters, '*t-niuſt be til] with a tacit 
fubmiſion to the will of God, who 
knows better what is: fit for us, than 
we our ſelves. | See the Example of 
David to' this' purpoſe, TT Sam.'t;. 
25: He was there put to a very great 
exigence, his Son Abſolom had fud- 
denly raiſed a great Army againſt 
him, inſomuch as he was fain ro'fly 
for his hife : There were ſome of the 
Prieſts adhered to him, and follow- 
ed him with the Ark 4 but he, upon 
ſerious thoughts, delires them to re 
turn 
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turn again : For (faith he) if I bal 
find favour in the eyes of the Lord, 
he will bring me again, and ſhew..me 


both it, and his tation. But if 


44g + 


of Spirit, no bittex exclaiming agai 


his unnatural San, aud difloyal Sub * 


ſo; otherwiſe, then; thus. So true 


is that. common Emblem, That eve- 


ry wile. wan is a Cube or Dye, ngt. to 
be flung. from his bottom. Let, .hwm 
be caſt; any way, he ſtill ights upon 
his right baſes 5 whatever: his condz- 
tion. may; be, Si fraFus lahatur or- 


bis, yet. his avind is ſtill calm and. 


peaceable. 
Objed, 
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Obj. But would you have a man 
turn Stoick ? Should he not be trou- 
bled at the affliFions that befall him 2 


*- Sol.” I anſwer :* Yes, He muſt be 
ſenſible of his ſufferings, and conſe- 


' wrerikd cannot but grieve under 


them , eſpecially fo far as his' own 


fin and negleCt hath'occafioned them. 
But then it ſhould be his care to quiet 
his- heart -from immoderate trouble, 
by the conſideration of that wiſe Pro- 
vidence, who doth diſpoſe of all for 
_ 


4. Laſith, Hence we learn, To 
behave our ſelves with chrerfulnefs 
and' contentment under all thofe'con- 
ditions which the Providence of God 
hall think fitteſt for us. ?Fis- the 
Wiſe-man's own inference from the 
Fext+in the Verſes immediataly” af- 


V. 12,13.-ter-it : There is nothing better, than 


for a man to rejoyce, and do good 'int 


his life ; that he ſhould eat and drink, 
and enjoy the good of his labour. For 
if 


*%. 


if every. thing be beſt which -God #quem . 
appoints ,. we have. no' reaſon 'then Hg | 
to be troubled at any Event. What ec, quic- 
though it do croſs our defires, yet quid places 
*twould not have been ſo well, if2** 

it had been otherwiſe. - Things can- 

not be better with us than they are. 

David thought: it a hard caſe, 

that his Child by Bathſbeba muſt 

| dye. But did he loſe any thing by 

it2 Was it not better for him-to 

"have ſuch a legitimate Heir as Solo» 

mon was ? We are but ill contrivers 

of our own welfare, and therefore 

ſhould without murmuring ſubmit 

our ſelves and affairs to the govern- 

ment of Providence. What though 

that do ſtraiten us in_our deſires? 

You are content to let the Phyſiciar 

bar you of many things, becauſe. he 

hath caſt your water, fol your pulſe. 

| Confider then, doth it not as much 

| concern us to provide for the Salva- 

tion of our Souls, as the health of 

our Bodies * Or doth not God under- 
ſtand this, as well as the Phyſtcian 
that 2 What reaſon have we then to 
re- 
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repine at his. proceedings ? He was a 
wile Son in Plutarch, =. + being told 
by a friend that his Father would dif- 
inherit him, anſwered, Nor faciet niſt 
facienduw :- He will do nothing but 
vvhat he ſhould. Thus ſhould a 
Chriſtian willingly reſign up' himſelf 
in every condition, to the diſpoſal of 
Providence. 

Do but apply this Conſideration 
according to the ſeveral occaſions of 
your lives. When your hearts are at 
any time amazed or dejeted with 
the thoughts of the publick, confuſi- 
ons; remember, that God fits in Hea+ 
ven, obſerving and ordering all theſe 
inferior motions for the. beſt. 

And ſo too in the caſe of parti- 
cular ſufferings, *tis likely that there 
is not any amongſt you, but hath 
ſome kind of private trouble and 
grievance to which he.is more eſpe- 
cially expoſed ; either weakneſs of 
body, or too narrow a fortune, loſſes 
in your eſtates, diſappointment in 
your hopes, unhappy relations, or 
the like. And theſe things, as we 
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_ are avex;, | cainot :chaſe, bue grate: 
upon_our ſpirits. with' ſome. kind .of 
harſhneſs and diſcontent, But now - 
a$ believers ,. we: have a remedy a- 
" gainſt them. For conſider, there is: 
nothing befalls us by chance. All 
things are ordered by the deliberate 
counſel and: fore-knowledg: of God. 
He is as exattly careful-iof. « 

one of us, asif he had nothing elſe to 
| Jook after. Do not think that any 
trouble befalls you, becauſe he doth 
not regard ; for his Care and Provi- 
dence doth extend to all things : nor 
becauſe he camnot help; for He is 
Almighty : nor becauſe he will not ; 
for He is <qually infinite in all his 
Attributes : But becauſe his Wiſdom 
finds that _ to. betteſt for 
thee : there's ſomething amiſs which 
ſhould be mended. When the /ſu- 
perfluous humour 1s corrected , the 
Phyfical Potion ſhall be taken away. 
And 'tis not reaſonable -to expect 
Phyſick and Health both together. 
When the wound is healed, the ſmart- 
ing plaſter ſhall be removed. _ 
thou 
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-. How happy might we be, if we 
could ſettle our hearts: upon thefe 
Conſiderations! x 


